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that Mr.Mason took possession heare, disbursted estate
upon, or layd any claime to this place of ours, save the
discourse of a claim within this yeare or two."

Mr. Woodbury had a brother William, but it is not
known precisely at what period he came to New England
but certainly before 1630 ; as, in that year, itis said he
and his brother John removed to the Cape Ann side, now
Beverly, and settled near Woodbury 's Point, on Mackerel
Cove. He was made freeman in 1630 and was Deputy to
the General Court from 1635 to 1638.

In 1635 John Woodbury was appointed one of the"
overseers &Layers out of the Lotts of ground for this

prescinct of Salem
* * *

and inLeiue of yr pnynes
they are to have 4s4s the acre for small lotts and 10s the
hundred for great lotts rightly & exactly laid out and
bounded :"

25 : 11:1635, he, with Capt Trask, Eoger Conant,
Peter Palfry and John Balch, received each a farm of 200
acres inBeverly. Bentley says

"
that farms were granted

to individuals on condition of selling their houses in
town, and the refusal of the farm was reserved to the town
if ever it was to be sold."

As early as 1636, the idea prevailed to some extent
that Salem would eventually be the capital of the colony,
and a motion was presented to the General Court by Csipt.
Endecott in behalf of Col. John Humphries, to set off
some lands beyond Forest River in Marblehead in con-
templation of the erection of a college there. Upon this
a committee of six was appointed to view these lands,
one of whom was John Woodbury. No allusion to the
project, however, seems to have been made from that date.

In 1637, he was chosen one of the selectmen, which
office he filled tillhis decease, being present at every
meeting of the board, the last one being Dec. 3, 1641.- He was called father Woodbury, but probably uot so
much from his age, as the title due him, on account ofhis
great prominence, usefulness in the affairs of the town,
and the general intelligence he seemed to possess. He
could not have been much over sixty years of age at his
decease as his last child was born about two years before.

There is no mention of land conveyances credited to


