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and Wells, who flourished 1435-1503. The arms as given in
Papworth's Ordinary are "Argent, a fesse engr, between two
crowns, sable

"
(see Plate IV,No. 1) and

"
Quarterly per chevron

azure and argent three lions rampant, those inchief combattant,
countercharged." The arms, however, as depicted on the screen
of the chantry chapel are "(?r,a fesse between two ducal coronets,
sable" which Papworth gives as

"
Kingof London."

Oliver King was of London, the son of
"

Edward Kynge;" was
elected from Eton to Kings College, Oxford, in1449, and became
Proctor of the University in1459. He was master of the hospital
of St. John Baptist, Dorchester, from 1474-1477, became Secretary
to Edward, Prince of Wales, son of Henry VI, and on 8 March,
1475-6, being then described as master of the seven liberal arts
and licentiate of laws, was constituted by Edward IVhis prin-
cipal secretary for the French tongue. He subsequently became
Secretary of State and filled this office for many years success-
fully,with the exception of the reign of Richard 111. He also
from time to time was employed in various embassies. From
1479-80 he was preferred to the prebend of Botevant in the
church of York,where he seems to have exchanged from that of
Fridaythorpe in the same church inFebruary, 1487-8. He also
held the prebend of Eigne in the church of Hereford, which he
resigned in 1480. On 30 October of that year he was granted a
canony of Windsor and about the same time constituted Registrar
of the Order of the Garter. He was collated to the Archdeacony
of Oxford on 17 April, 1482, became prebend of Rugmere, in
the Church of St. Paul, on 2 May, 1487, and Archdeacon of
Berkshire on 28 September, 1487. About this time he pro-
ceeded to the degree of LL.D. On 12 July, 1490, he was
installed Archdeacon of Taunton, and on the 2$ March following,
Deacon of Hereford, but resigned that preferment on 27th June,
1491. He was made Bishop of Exeter bypapal provision on Ist
October, 1492, and was translated to the See of Bath and Wells,
Somersetshire, in 1485. He died during August or September, .
1503, his willbeing proved 24 October, 1503 (P. C. C. 31 Blamyr),
and he is supposed to have been buried at Windsor in a small
chantry chapel with a Latin inscription to his memory, near
which are portraits of Edward, Prince of Wales; Edward IV;
Edward V, and Henry VII. Bishop King pulled down the
ancient Abbey Church at Bath and commenced the present
structure, which, although finished in a later age, may be re-
garded as a splendid monument of his taste and munificence.
Owing to the early date in which he lived no grant to him of his
arms has ever been discovered and being a Catholic prelate he
had no issue. There is some indication, however, that his family
name was continued by uncles or brothers, who gave other sons
to the service of Church and State.

The first recorded grant of arms was that given to Robert
Kinge of Co. Somerset, one of the Gentleman Ushers to the King
and Queen, by Sir G. Dethick, Garter, 15 April,ad and 3d Philip
and Mary (1556), viz.:

Arms: v Sable^ on a chevron argent between three crosses


