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Mr. Lester said to me in the beginning of my
ministry, and often repeated the remark in his own

so inimitable manner, "You know that Iam better
off than most persons, for Ihave two pastors instead
of one." He said it with so much heartiness, and
so much depth and sincerity of meaning, that it
always gave me a whole world of impulse and
encouragement. It was a great and most happy
incentive to duty to be called pastor by such a

man. Indeed, it could be said of him, that he was

a perpetual stimulus to his pastor. He was the
most active and useful and zealous layman that I
ever knew or ever heard of. Instead of needing,
as so many do, the perpetual impulse of the pulpit
to keep him in the spirit of Christian zeal and dili-
gence, his own constant, warm and active piety
reacted on the pulpit, and greatly contributed to

keep the preacher in a frame of ardent desire for
the welfare of souls. That minister of the Gospel
would be a strangely unimpressible man, who could
see before him every Sabbath during half the year
that face, which was so suggestive of Christian labor,
and not feel stimulated to preach and pray and


