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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The following pages contain extracts from a manuscript, a history of his ancestors and
relatives, written by the Reverend John Blair Dabney of "Vaucluse", Campbell County, Virginia,
for his children. The entire manuscript consists of 171 closely and beautifully written pages,
7-1/2 x12 inches in size, about 560 words to the page. The composition and penmanship are
very refined and accurate. The description of the Dabney family extends to the bottom of page
85; that of the Morris familyfollows.

The author is said to have made three copies of this paper, one for his daughter, Mrs.
Maria L.Carrington, which is now inpossession of her grandson, Dabney Stewart Lancaster;
another for his son, John, which passed to the Reverend Chiswell Dabney and is now in the hands
of Mrs. Aylett B. Coleman of Roanoke, Virginia. A third copy belongs toMrs. Edward Saunders
of Rocky Mount, Virginia. The three copies are practically identical.

The extracts here printed were made some years ago from the copy belonging at the time
to the Reverend Chiswell Dabney of Chatham, Virginia,and were compared with the copy given
to Mrs. Carrington, which was loaned to me byher daughter, Mrs. Williamine Carrington Lan-
caster. Under the supervision ofMrs. Lancaster's step-son, Robert A. Lancaster, Jr., her
copy was photostated in the State Library of Richmond, and copies of the photostats were given
to that Library and to the Library of the VirginiaHistorical Society and to my grandson, Charles
Dabney Thomson, of Cincinnati.

In addition to the genealogical, biographical, and other factual material, the author tells
a great many anecdotes and does a good deal of philosophizing amd moralizing about persons
and events. The anecdotes, where pertinent to the story, are included, but irrelevant remarks
are omitted.
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