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the estate of my Gransons above mentioned and that he be allowed ten pCent for his trouble of
the same. Idohereby constitute ordain and appoint James Power Gent; and Arthur Dickinson
executors of this my last willand Testament. In witness whereof Ihave hereunto set my hand
and seal this twenty fifthday of January 1745

Signed and sealed before us Will.Morris (Seal)

Adam Chisholm
Lewis Atkins
William Foulkes

her
Grace G. + Atkins

mark

At a court held for Hanover County on Thursday the sth day of June 1746 the last willand test-
ament of WilliamMorris deceased was exhibited by James Power one of the executors therein
named who made thereto according to law, and the same being also proved by the oath of Adam
Chisholm and Lewis Atkins two of the witnesses thereto was admitted to record. Teste Henry
Robinson, C.H.D,"

From this willwe may infer that, though our ancestor was imperfectly educated, he
was nevertheless, a man of sense and versed in the transaction of busines. . .The dates show
that he must have died in the Spring of 1746, more than a century ago; at which time his three
Grandsons, the offspring of Sylvanus Morris, must have been mere children. The Reverend
Robert Barret, mentioned in the will,was the brother of my great-grandmother Dabney, and
The William Dabney whom he appoints trustee for his grandsons, was my great-grandfather.
The manner in whichhe refers to those gentlemen sufficiently demonstrates the high estima-
tion in which they were held by their contemporaries. Itis a singular fact, which may appear
somewhat unaccountable, that the rising generation ofMorris's have scarcely any traditional
knowledge of the daughters referred to in this will.. . .A satisfactory solution .. ..may be
obtained by referring to an important event in the private history of our ancestor, the memory
of which and its disastrous influence on the family concord was faintly preserved inmy time
by some of the older members of our connection. Having lost his first wife,by whom he had
one son, Sylvanus Morris, the old gentleman, in the decline of life,became enamoured of a
servant maid, a member of his household, and. . . espoused this menial to the great mortifi-
cation and displeasure of his only son. In our colonial state many poor females were in the
habit of migrating to this country from Great Britain and entering into the service of the plant-
ers as domestic servants for a term of years in order to discharge the expenses of their voy-
age. From this inferior class our ancestor thought proper to select a helpmate as the solace
of his old age. ... Itwas not, therefore, surprising that Sylvanus Morris, the offspring of the
first marriage, should have been highly incensed at this degradation of the family dignity am 5

should have transmitted these idnignant sentiments to his children. . . .With that progeny
Sylvanus morris and his sons refused to hold any intercourse; and hence the almost total ob-
iivioninto which the history of that branch of the familyhas fallen.

The offspring of WilliamMorris the elder by his second wife appear to have been all
females, and by adverting to his willitwillbe seen that he makes provisions ofo all of them,
except one, in the distribution of his estate. .....


