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8ir Tm=omis Mipbreror was equally vie-
toriows in his progreeses through Pembroke-
ghire, Radnoershire, Cardiganshire, Flintshire,
and Denbighshive,although Denbigh castle held
out fwo months lopger than any other fortressin
the Principality. So important were his services
deemed that upon the passing of the Self-
depying Ordinance in 1645, Bir Thomas
Middletor waz cne of the few members of
Parliament in whosze favour the Ordinance was
relaxed, and he was ordered to continne in mili-
tary command.

On the 5th Decomber, 1644, Sir Thomas was
undexr the necesgity of begieging his own Castle
of Chirk, then garrisoned for the King by Sir
John Watts, the zovernor.

The following letter to Prince Rupert, which
is preserved in Chirk Castle, refers to this =iege,
and to an oceurrence during it which we are
told cavsed Bir Thomas Middclion extream
molancholio,™

** May it please your Highnesse :

**Thizs Gentleman journeyinge towards
O=xford I most humbly besceche Leave to pregont
to your Highnesss by him an aceonnt of a lata
petion of thes Rebslls. They lutely besieged
mee for three daies; their engineers attempted
to work into the Castle with Iron Crowes nnd
Piokers, under great plancks and fables,
whioh they had erected againat the Castla side
for their shelter, buf my stones beate them of ;
they acknowledged in Oswestry they had 37
glaine, and 43 others huort, their prime
Engineer wob slaine by the Castle side;
they are very sadd for him; if your
Highnesse please, this Gentlemun will
fully impurt wl! the passages during the soige
io your Highnesse, hee was in the Castle with
mea, I shall not presume to be farther tedious,
I mogt humb ﬁisae vour Highnease sweete
honds, and will ever bes -

Your Highnesse most humble and assuredly
faithiul servant,
Joun WarTs.
Ohirk Caatle,
Dee, 25th, 1644
To His Highnesse
Prince BEupert
Humbly Pregent This.”

(Quoted in History of Chirk Castle,)



