
INTRODUCTION.
in the early dayH of Nuw England, the Mcttlurn from the mother

country who bore the name of Johnson were very numerous, a* the
Colonial records hliow, Savage, inhis Genealogical Dictionary, Vol.
11, page 559, prenentH a few prominent facts in connection with thin
name. He Hiiyn;"The first person in New England guilty of the
impossible crime of witchcraft, and executed at Hartford, was a John-sun of Windsor ;and one of the most distinguished was Hey. Samuel
Johnson, first prenitltint of King's College, New York, born at Gull-
ford, Conn., Oct. 14, 1696. Ten of the name had been graduated
at Harvard in 1834, of which three were clergymen; and forty-eight
jit other New England Colleges, of which twenty-one were clergy-
men." He further says :"Of this name the occurrence is so fre-
quent in ail parts of New England, that, out of inquiries confined
exclusively to it,a large volume would grow."

On this account, no small difficulty exists in tracing out the de-
scendants of the different families. But a thorough examination of
Colonial history, has very fullyestablished the belief that David John-
son, of Leominster, was a descendant of Captain Edward Johnson,
who came from England in the fleet with Governor Winthrop in
1630. He was of Hemhill,a parish near Canterbury, and owned an
estate there. He settled in Charlestown, Mass., in 1637, but after-
wards removed to Woburn, and was one of the founders of the
church in that place. He was a very zealous Puritan, as his wri-
tings show, forhe wrote the history entitled, "Wonder Working Provi-
dences of Zion's Saviour inNew England." He was frequently a
member of the General Court, and in 1655 was the speaker of that
august body. He died in1672. His wife's name was Susan, and
the names of his children were Edward, George, William, Matthew,
John, Martha and Susanna 2d. (See Savage's Genealogical Diction-
ary, Vol.11. P. sso.)

WM. JOHNSON, son of Captain Edward, was born inEngland,
but came to America and settled in Woburn. He became a freeman
in 1655. On May 17th, of the same. year, he married Esther,
daughter of Elder Thos. Wiswall. He was a Representative in the
General Court for several years, and a military officer of every rank
except the highest. He died May 22, 1704. (See Savage's Gen.
Diet., Vol. 11, p. 558.)

Children of Williamand Esther Johnson.
I. William, b.
11. Edward, b.
111. Ebenezer, b.
IV. Esther, b.
V. Joseph, b.
VI. Benjamin, b.
VII. Josiah, b.
VIII.Susanna, 3d, b.
IX. Abigafl, b.

Feb. 16, 1656.
March 19, 1658.
March 29, 1659.
April 13, 1662.
June 14, 1664.
Oct. 15, 1666.
Jan. 15, 1669.
June 29, 167 1.

Oct. 4, 1674,
JOSIAH JOHNSON, son of Dea. William, born in Woburn,

Jan 15, 1669, the record of whose family has not been preserved, is
believed to be the father of David Johnson of Leominster, the rec-
ords of whose descendants are found in the following pages :


