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where Platt Street isnow cut through. From 1829 to 1845 he was
in Cedar Street. He is now retired frombusiness, being nearly 72
years old. The house is stillcontinued inthe firmofField, Morris
<fc Co., 345 Broadway, his two sons being partners. For the last
twenty-five years he has lived in Brooklyn, where he still resides,
at No. 109 Willow Street. He is connected with many of the pub-
licinstitutions of that city, and for some years has discharged the
responsible duties of President of the BrooklynCityHospital.

Atthese interviews, Mr.Field showed me many ancient and

curious documents containing autograph signatures of his ancestors—
one of them under date of 1692, contains the signatures of his

grandfather's great-grandfather, and of his grandmother's great-
grandfather ; others contain the signatures of his father's great-
grandfather, Benjamin Field, and of several of his lineal descend-

ants, as well as collateral branches of the family. Among these

was one [copied on the next page] which came from his grand-

mother, giving the date of the birth of Benjamin Field, in ICC3,

and extending back in a direct line through his ancestors, An-

thony, Robert, James, and Matthew, to John Field the astron-
omer, giving the date of the birthof each. There is also a doc-
ument executed by his great-grandfather, Robert Field, son of
Benjamin-, born in 1707, being the manumission of a slave, in
which he says, "upon considering the case of negroes now in

slavery, believing they should be free,Ido hereby declare, (fee,"
discharging his slave from all claims ofhimself or his heirs.

These old papers are kept by Mr.Field with religious care, as

they enable him to trace back his ancestors, in an unbroken line,

for more than three hundred years, and to finda great and honored

name as that of the founder of the family.


