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Field informed him, that James had but one brother, whose name
was Robert.

Inquiry was then made as to the brothers of Matthew Fielp.

Inreply itwas stated, that Matthew had a large number of brothers,
some six or seven, a list of whose names could be obtained from a

relative of his. Josiah Field stated, that he could recollect the

names of several. There was one named Richard, one John, another
William, and another Martin.

The old gentleman then inquired whether Josiah Field had any
certain information, as to the family relationship between Robert
Field, of Flushing, and Zachariah Field who emigrated to Boston
some j'ears earlier than Robert Field's settlement at Flushing ?
Josiah Field replied, that he had not, but that there was a tradition
that had come down through the families of the Flushing Fields,
that Zachabiah Field was related to Robert, butnot so near as first
cousin; that they were descendants from the same stock within a
few generations, he had no doubt

The old gentleman then informed JostAii Field, that he was of
the Massachusetts branch ofthe Field family, and that the informa-
tion now obtained (if reliable) settled a very important question,
which had rested in his mind for a great length of time, that is
whether Zachariah Field was a descendant of John Field, the as-
tronomer

—that ifitwere fullyestablished that Robert Field was
the grandson ofMatthew, and that Matthew had a brother John,
he was perfectly satisfied, that both Zachariah and Robert were the
descendants of John Field the astronomer, the former his grandson,
the latter his great-grandson, for he wellremembered, whenhe was
a boy, of hearing a conversation between his grandfather and two
still older members ofthe Field family, in which theyall agreed, as
a settled matter offact, that the father of Zachariah Field and the
grandfather of Robert Field, of Flushing, were brothers, and that
the name of the father ofZachariah was John.

Josiah Field remarked, that the information respecting the
ancestors of Robert Field,of Flushing, might be relied on as be-
yond question ;that an original account of the transactions of Rob-


