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Wednesday, August 21st.
By the care of the Reception Committee, composed of Lowell

members of the family, the preat hall had been handsomely decorated.
Plants and flowers in profusion adorned the broad stage. Appro-
priate mottoes, and a beautiful oilpainting of an old homestead in
Westford, hung upon the walls. Alarge chart about sixfeet square,
suspended on a frame, contained more than six thousand names,
connected toform a genealogical tree. The Fletcher family album
of photographs, .containing about two hundred portraits, was an
object of much interest.

Atnine o'clock a. m., the hour for meeting, a large number had
assembled, rapidly augmenting until nearly five hundred of the
kindred had been registered at the door. Two hours were delight-
fully passed in making and renewing acquaintance, when the
President, John W. Fletcher, of Chelsea, Mass., called the assembly
to order, and the exercises commenced with prayer offered byRev.
Luther J. Fletcher, (grandson ofJoseph, 2298) D.D.,of Buffalo,N.T.

The President addressed the kindred in congratulation. He
spoke of the meeting two years ago. He would call to mind the
noble men and women who have borne our name and other names
in descent from Robert. We meet, he said, to enjoy one anothers'
company to promote social intercourse. He knew the occasion
would be enjoyed by allpresent. He then introduced the Hon. Mr.
Richardson, the Mayor, who welcomed the Fletcher family to the
City ofLowell. He said the Fletchers and Richardsons were, at an
early period connected by marriage. He hoped and believed the
members present would be hospitably entertained and be much
pleased with their visit.

The Secretary, Edward H.Fletcher (1949), of New York City,
presented his report, in which is stated:

"The bulk of genealogical records has largely increased.
Several considerable branches have been added, and the records of
many families made more complete. It should be borne in mind
that having on record the facts of births, deaths, marriages, &&,can
be accomplished only by the attention of members incommunicating
them to the Secretary.

The collection of photographic portraits has increased.
The deaths which have come to the knowledge of the Secretary,

are as follows:
William Otis Fletcher 8 (2765) a merchant and banker in West-

field,Mass., willbe remembered by many who met him inthe former
gathering here. He died suddenly Dec. 26th, 1876. From sketches
which appeared at the time inthe public press, we learn that he was
one of the most esteemed citizens of that place.

Adeline E. (Hatch), widow of Dr.Alpheus Fletcher' (1914) of
Cavendish, Vi,died Feb., 1877.


