7

worthy to be ihe founder of the Folsom family in. Ameriea, and fit to trans-
mit the vigorons pulsations of his ancestral blood to future gonerations.*

The party having landed at Boston, Mass., Aug. 10, 1635, immediately
proceeded to their place of destination, ahout fourteen miles 8. E. from
Boston.  An Adum Foulsham, probably a son of the Adam who died in
1627, and a cousin, if not brother, of John Foulsham, came from Hingham,
Eng., to Hingham, Mass., in 1839, but returned to England and died 1670
Their rector remuined about three years, when hearing that the bishops
were deposed, lie returned to England in 16411 (the date given by Daniel
Cushing), resumed his rectory, and died 1656. Edward Gilman had with
others obtained a grant of land eight miles square in a place now called Re-
Liohoth, neuar the Rhode Island line, in 1641, In 1647 his nume is recarded
in Ipswich. Snon afierward he went to Exeter, N. H., where lis sons wera
already estahlished in business, John Folsom and wife, with their children,
followed her father aud mother to Exeter, probably not exrlier than 1630
tlhéa. first authentic record of their residence in that town being in the year

55,

During the twelve or fifteen years’ residence of John Foulsham in
Hingham, Mass., he was not without tokens of the good will of the people.

L

® A3 {0 the orizinal derivation of the name Forrawax, Hon. Gearge Folsom, in one of
the MSS, left by him, savs * It arose, opon the adoptlon of surnwmes in England, from
the town of Foulsham, a village in the county of Norfolk, England [six or e¢ight miles
north of Hingliam], in which connty the family was seated for many centuties, possessing
estates in Atreen ditferent places.” Thas, John of Forlsham became John Foulsham.

The orthegrapliy and pronunciation of the name have verted in the family itsclf, as well
a8 smong others writing and pronouncing it. The first Angle-American bearing the name
speltit = Fonlzham,” {lis don, Dea. Jolin, wrote it ** Fullsom ™ in 1709, and it is eo signed
in Juis last will, 1715, In ane instance in the Bingham town records it is spelt ** Fulsham,’
bat alwava afterward ** Foulslm™ In the Exeter records It s uniformly written
“ Folsom * fenta the year 1639, with one exception in 168l, whea the town clork wrote
“ Fonlshame.” Iu the revords of the First Pavish, Haverhill, Mnss., 1749-84, it ia spclt
* Foulsham,” * Foulsam,” * Folsham,' and * Fulsom,” on oceasion of the baptism of
children of ** Josiali Fonlstam.”  Originally it was doubtless spely * Fonlshame™—itd ety
wmological significance being the Foswls kome, or meding-place, or mart. T'he old syl-
labie division mu<t have been Fouls-hame, the final syflable hecoming shertened into
“ himn,” with the ficse letter silent, provounced like wm, as mey now often be noticed in
words of that terminition, A further shortening appearsin 1504=—how vxtensively practised
is wneertain—in o Latin inscription on 0 monamental stone in the floor of the church of
Repps, Norfulk vo., which translated is, Pray fur the soul of My, Thomas Folsham, Bacca-
laureate of the Chapel { Hist. of Norfolk Co., vol. xi, p. 182), This last mode of spelling ap-
pears on modern wnps of England, designating the town. But everywhere it is now written
Folrom by these beawing the nane.

In regaed to the pronuticiztion of this word, it s now generally pronounced by the family
qnite like 1okolesome {the writer hos never knmwn hut one exception). Artl we suggest
that this is o preservation of the old way of pronouncing the name; that in the first syl-
Iable * Forls” the diphithong oo " was sounded as in * soubs, poultry,” &e.  Certdnit iy
that this ol speliing—tonis (or fonlesj—of our modern word *' fowls,” ocenrs in Clugcer—
as in his * House of Fame,” und in his * Legend of Nite Good Women ™ : —

“ As this foule when hit hobicld,”
# I hear the foules sing.”

Onr sugzestion is, moresver, fally borne ont by similar plienomenr of pronanciation in
modern hnes,  We hear ¥ wwling-alley ™ (once written Somiag-uiley, and the sphere or
Tall, daude) prononnced in fwo ways, with the first syilable itke * ow ™ in Aoel and in the
drinking-vessel dawl. © Jolinson, Elphinstose and Percy deelure for the forner, i, €. 88 in
Kool ; Sheridan, Seott, Rennell and Smith pronounes it tike Aols, Garrick corrocted Wal-
ker for pronouncing it like © howl."—+{Early English Pronun., vol i. p. 152.} Even the pro-
nunciation of the worl when written s Dea. Jehin Folsom wrote it, * Fullsom,” has au-
thority in the old pronancittion of the word * Cowper,” like that of wound (4 hurt) aa
now leard, with the ox as in " group,” or possibly nesrer the sound of e-eo—the sound of
:_lm i?w in *“ Cowper ™ as in Acwl being * given it only by those who donot know the
aenily,™

+ In Mr. Blomeficld's * County of Norfolk,” vol. 2, p. 423, it is stated that he ** came
back to Uingham In the year 1643, afier ten years volantary banishment.”



