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1. Joiin1 Folsom, bapt. 1615, in Hingham, Eng. (a town about 14
miles W.S.W. ofNorwich, and 97 N.E. of London, in the neighborhood of
a small lake about a mile incircumference, and having a fine old stone
church with a tower and chime of bells); m. Oct. 4, 1636, Mary, oldest
child of Edward and Mary Clark Gilman ; d.at Exeter, N.H., Dec. 27,
1631. His widow survived him eight or ten years. They had:

2. i. John,8 b. 1638 or '39;m.Nov. 10,1675, Abigail,dau.of Abraham Perkins,
k of Hampton ;d. 1715.

7* 3. ii. S\MUKL,tt b. 1641.*
iii.Nathaniel, 3 b. 1644; m. 1674, Hannah Faxon, of Hingham; had a son

Samuel, b. April18, 1679. He gave a deed of land in Exeter, 1696.
iv. Israel. 3 b. USI6;m.and hud a son Isnu<l;received

"
a Grant ot Land

"
in 166tru">''Wft ijiijimin liiiiiiiiiuMiiui.

4. v. Petkr,2 b. 1649 ;has always borne the titleofLieut. Peter,
vi. Mary,2 h 1651;in.12 June, 1672, George Marsh, of Newbury.

5. vii. Ei'hraim,2 b. 1654.

2. Dea. John* Folsom (John1)was a man of high standing and good
property, active both in church and in politicalaffairs. He is among the
worthies of the first century ofExeter, of whom Judge Smith inhis Centen-
nial Address, July 4, 1838,5 ays, says that "they filledacceptably the municipal and
public offices conferred upon them." He was frequently sent to the General
Assembly. In the first volume of Provincial Papers, already quoted with
reference to his father, there is a deposition (pp. 554—7) from the son as
constable, bearing date 1684, that he "had received a list of names in
Exeter with fines annexed amounting to £50; that he was required by Gov.
and Council to go and demand the sum ; but the people refused to pay,
saying the taxes should be raised by the General Assembly

—
which answer

he gave to Gov. &Council:whereupon they took the scroll out of his hands
and delivered it to Thos. Thurton, provost-marshal, and he was ordered by
a warrant from the Secretary to aid the said Thurton." This summary
treatment was honorable to Iritn from such a government as that of Cran-
field, and shows how "acceptably," at least to the people, ifnot to the party
inpower, he filledthat special office of constable by forbearing to push the
demand for oppressive and unconstitutional taxes and fines. The following

the rebellion, had two sons, Dr.Roltcrt W., who fell in the Battle of the Wilderness, the
colonel of his regiment, and James M., a young lawyer, and colonel on the staff of
Guv. brown. As Col. James was passing with a Georgia regiment through Sumtcr, S.C., ti
crowd ofgentlemen and ladies had gathered at the depot to greet them

—
the ladies throwing

bouquets to the officers and soldiers. Col. James caught one, and on his departure found
in ita slip of paper, on which was written the name "Rosa Folsom." His curio«ity Itcing
greatly excited, lie wrote to know about the family,and received the followingreply from the
young lady's father:"We are descended from one who espoused the cause ofliberty under
Cromwell, but who died during the Protectorate. At the Restoration his estates were
confiscated ;and soon afterwards the sons embarked for America, and landed at Albcmarle
Sound [this must have been, ifat all, at the settlement of the second colony at that place,
1607]. Two of the brothers married in America. Shortly after they simplified their name
by spelling it

•
Folhom.'

"
Col. James Mis the author of the

"
Heroes of Georgia," and

is'now clerk of the court of the county of Strafford, N.H.* We have received a letter from Hon. Solomon Lincoln, of Hingham, containing an ex-
tract from Rev. Peter Hohart's diary, copied by his son> in which itis stated that the two
oldest children of John Folsora were baptized—

Samuel Oct. 3,1f.41.
John, Oct. +? 1641.

There is obscurity in this. No hintexists anywhere that they were twins. And the in-
terval ofeif/ftt days Would prove that one of them could not have been baptized ona Sunday.
Isitprobable that John was born on the voyage, or amid the confusion of becoming estab-
lished in their new home, so that his baptism was delayed until after the second child was
born ? Nothing definite fixes the birth ofJohn. We have assumed that he was the oldest,
without any explicit authority forit.


