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8 respectable rank In congress among the
experienced weterans of that bady. Dur-
ing  his first term he was  placed
on  the committee on commerce and
originated what were known as the har.
bor bills, and carcied them through. He was
re-elocted to the 20ih congress by a strong
majority. At the opening of this congress he
had acquired a national reputation, and his
name was mentlened for speaker of the
house of representatives. He declined, how-
ever, In favor of Jobn W, Davis of Indiana,
who  was elected. While serving |his
ggcond congresclonal term he was chals
man of the committee on commerce.
In 7 hie was agaiu re-elected to congress,
~pothwithstanding the fact that the two-term
principle had then becBme one of the standings
riles of pirty discipline. At the opening of
the 20th congress he was placed on the com-
mittee on foreign relations by speaker Win-
throp, a Whig. Asa member of this coms
mittee, what was known as the French spolia-
fon bill came under his special charge, and
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. d was an advocate of
he right of petitic msintained by John
Juiney Adams. 10 regarded as & con-
stitutionsl right of the citizen, which should
not be impalred by any doctrines of tempo-
ary expediency. THe also voted for the re-
seption of Mr, Giddings's bill for the abol-
tion of slavery inthe Distriet of Columbis,
Mr. McClellund wasore of the 13 Democrats
who brovght forward for adoption by econ-
grees and the country, the celebrated * Wil-
mot pro " with a view to prevent the fur-

ther extenslon avery In new territory

which might yuired by the United States.

He ral national conventions, and

in the Baltimore convention which nominated

GGén. Cass for the presidency in 1848, He la-

bored aselduously to secure the election of

Cass.

On leaving congress fn 1840 Mr. McClelland

refurned to his practice in Monroe. In 1850a
convention of the state of Michigan was
ealled to revisethe state constitution. He was
gleeted a member of that body and was re-
rarded therein as among the ablest and most
expericnced leaders, e advocated the com-
promise measure of Henry Clay, and, while &
member of the constitutional convention in
15850 attended s meeting at Lansing, where he
was active in glving form to 8 serles of reso-
lutions which were adopted in favor of the
¢o-called compromise measure, He presided
over the Democratle state convention the
sume year when reso'utions were also adopted
favoring the compromise measure He was
in the national convenuon in 1852 and in
that vear stumped the state with Gen,
Caga and Gov. Feleh. In 1851 Mr. MeClelland
wes elected governor under the constitution
for one year and was ré-€lected In l\‘::f Tor
the full term of two years. His administra-
tion was regarded as wise and prodent, and
when he resigned fn March, 1858, the state
treasury was full and the siate otherwise

prospe =
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was Invited to take the position of secretary
of the interlor, o place whieh he filled during
the four yeara of Plerce’s administration most
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As a lawyer he was berse and pointed in the
sygument of legal questions, and I::lear, ¢in-
d'\l and forcible in his address to jurles, In il
his political addresses before the people he }.
was especially forcible and happy. ul
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great render and wWas a regular sabserfber -t'.r
all of the leading magazines and puriodlc_-..a.l--

of the day. Helived an upright life, enjoy-
ing to the fullest degrea the respect and
eeteem of the whole eommunity, and as ihi.'
approached the end which he knew wisin
evitable calmly wiited for the summon
which shonld eall him hence.

Pe::u_unl and lmpersonal.




