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f°^lMtlOnal house of representatives «from the state of Michigan, which was thea H"
that and 'T6T 6 representat '^

In $
ll™? /6/ 6 SucceediD g campaign Mr. ,
McClelland was re-elected to the state le°ls Helatare,and in1843 was chosen speaker ottU 4house of representatives Wl

Inthe latter year the Democratic party hadagain recovered its prestige and powef, and mX"Wbeen the change that in this year caMr McClelland was elected to congress by a cc

a respectable rank in congress amo"ng^lie wf
experienced veterans of that b©dy. Dar- th
ing his first term he was placed
on the committee on commerce and n
originated what were known as the har- ma
bor bills, and earned them through. He was ani

re-elected to the 29ih congress by a strong *\a
maiority. Atthe opening of this congress he

i}\
had acquired a national reputation, and his trie
name was mentioned for speaker of the con
house of representatives. He declined, how- bo]

ever, in favor of John W. Davis of Indiana. ttri
who was elected. While serving his fOj
second congresbional term he was chair- be
man of the committee on commerce. mil
In 1847 he was again re-elected to congress, GOXi

notwithstanding the fact that the two-term ™
principle had then becdrne one of the standing^ *g^
rules ofplrty discipline. At the opening of Res
the 30th congress he was placed on the com- vio
mittee on foreign relations by speaker Win-

* ĉ

throp, a Whig. As a member of this com-
mittee, what was known as the French spolia- sal
tion billcame under his special charge, and s<J|
bis m/Jr^ft^ClSieilti Ol t^iooniuc yt»o btvcV** «»K7 wr~

command universal approbation. While in pai
congress Mr.McClelland was an advocate of je^

the right of petition, as maintained by John S1*
Quincy Adams. This he regarded as a con- eJ
stitutional right of the citizen, which should w^
not be impaired by any doctrines of tempo- wh
rary expediency. He also voted for the re- ca;

ception Of Mr.Giddings's bill for the aboli- £c
tion ofslavery in the District of Columbia. Ci£
Mr.McClelland was one of the 18 Democrats
who brought forward for adoption by con-
gress and the country, the celebrated

"
Wil-

mot proviso
"

witha view to prevent the fur-
ther extension of slavery in new territory su
which might be acquired by the United States.
He was inseveral national conventions, and

™

in the Baltimore convention which nominated
Gen. Cass for the presidency in 1848. He la-
bored assiduously to secure the election of es

f Cass
On leaving congress in1849 Mr. McClelland £«

returned to his practice inMonroe. In1850 a

convention of the state of Michigan was fo
called torevise.the state constitution. He was stj

elected a member of that body and was re-

garded therein as among the ablest and most R)
experienced leaders. He advocated the com- K1

(

promise measure of Henry Clay, and, while a b^
member of the constitutional convention in par
1850 attended a meeting atLansing, where he1
was active in giving form toa series of reso- Va
lutions which were adopted in favor of the La

£o-called compromise measure. He presided
over the Democratic state convention the to

'

same year when resolutions were also adopted iiega
favoring the compromise measures. He was off

t
in the national convention in 1852 and in! I

f
that year stumped the state with Gen.

r
c Cass and Gov. Felch. In1851 Mr.McClelland fa
Iwas elected governor under the constitution I

for one year and was re-elected WTVSSZ lor oi

the fullterm of two years. His administra- oi

6
tion was regarded as wise and prudent, and at
when he resigned in March, 1853, the state

5t treasury was full and the state otherwise al

in thHrganization of tne cabinet by Presi ¦ PJ'c dent JPierce, in March, 1853, Gov. McClelland
y

was invited to take the position of secretary jD
of the interior, a place whichhe filled during is

the four years ofPierces administration most £
creditablV. Again in VW Gov. McClelland
was a member of the convention to revise the b

,

b state constitution. #
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| As a lawyer he was terse and pointed m the «
® argument of legal questions, and clear, cm-
h eidand forcible inhis address to juries. In1^

his political addresses before the people he ¦¦'

f
was especially forcible and happy.

In 1870 Gov. McClelland made the tour

of Europe. Since that time he has

ived in the quiet and retirement

r

s

of private life. For a long time

he occupied a law office irlifc
P
il
x

bell in the Butler block, but was not inactive
'¦

practice lor several years prior *> todetfh.
He was a genial companion, a good neighbor

fnd an earnest friend. He was a very method-

ical man, having regular hours
*"***'

retiring, etc., and never allowed himself to

transcend »ny of his nUes lntt«;regarde.
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Itis said ofhim that frequently wMte.enioy-

and he would immediately start for home and V

no one could induce him to stay. He was a

great reader and was a regular subscriber to

all of the leading magazines and periodicals j

of the day. He iivedan upright life, enjoy- :
me to the fullest degree the respect and i

esteem of the whole community, and as he I

approached the end which he knew was in (

F evitable calmly waited for the summon
which should call himhence. vi

« 1)

Personal and impersonal.


