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Hereford* and Worcester, he mentioned the matter in April to
Sir Francis Jeune, who requested him to communicate with
the Treasury, which he did in July, 1897.

19th October.

Mr. Robert William Shipway, of Grove House, Chiswick,.
late a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Queen's Westminster
Volunteers, deposed that he had known for some time that his
family came originally from the west country, and he
determined to have some inquiries made in Gloucestershire
with a view to tracing his family. Before he met the defendant
he had not the slightest thought of claiming the right to bear
arms. He only wished to make some inquiries into the family
history. About December, 1895, tne prisoner was introduced
to him by a Mr. Jones, and witness engaged him on the
prisoner's own terms— 6s. a day salary, Sundays excepted ;
6s. a day hotel expenses ; and all other expenses extra

—
to

inquire as to his ancestors in the county of Gloucester.
Nothing was mentioned at the time as to the length of the
inquiry, but witness thought it would take about three weeks,
or possibly a month. Accordingly, the prisoner went to
Gloucestershire, and witness received letters from him con-
taining reports and accounts of money expended.

Witness had communicated with his solicitors the fact of
his engagement of Davies, and when after a short time the
prisoner announced to him that he had found a seal bearing
the ancestral crest of the Shipway family, the idea was formed
by witness of reviving these arms, and he instructed his
solicitors to inform the College of Arms of any discoveries
bearing on his right to bear arms ; at the same time writing
to Davies asking him to be most careful inhis investigations,
as everything would be submitted to the College of Arms-
Davies replied by promising to send carefully authenticated
particulars to show that the seal was originally in the
possession of the Shipway family, and in the same letter

*
How fertile and ready Davies was in excuses is shewn by his

explanation of the reason why a Gloucestershire will should be found at
Hereford. In the

"
troublous

"
days of long ago, executors preferred

to record wills at inland registries rather than at sea port towns like
Gloucester which were exposed to the risks of foreign invasion !


