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nsa of it in his romauce of Kupnilwerth. At this cave,
according to rustic folk-lore; dwelt the invisible smith.,
No one ever saw him; but any fraveller who had the
conrage to avail himself of his skill, bad only to deposit a
pioce of money on one of the stones and leave his harse
beside it On hia retore the horse was fonnd io be shod
and the money gons. Buch was the Iast shadowy tradition
of the venerable myth,

Though it might bs supposed that from early times
Weland wonld be a favonrite sarpame, nevertheless in the
rree for popular adoption it has been far outstripped by its
synouym Smith. Still we may eay that under his more
euphonions appellation, our traditional metsllorgist has,
with slight verbal variations, contirued to hold his gronnd
in every ons of the old Eurepesn tongues. In Icaland he
was Veelund or Volundur,—in (German, Wiolant and Wie-
lant,—in Anglo-Baxon, Weland and Velont, modified in
modern dialect to Wayland as & name and Valiant as an
epithet. In the Latin of the middle ages, it became Gui-
landos and Galannos,—and in old French, Galans or
Galant.

When applied to territory, Wayland might plamsibly
encugh be traced to tha Amnglo-Saxon * Wael,” signifying
battle, slaughfer, or death, and used in forming sueh com-
pound phrases as wael-feld, a field of battle ; wasl-ghaft,
a war weapon; and so wael-land might well designnte a
place of slanghter. Bat in onr early hiatory the names of
persone and places are go interchangable, that we shall gain
little by departing from the simple explanation first given
shove. How Wayland drifted into Waylen among the
Wiltahire branches may easily be accounted for by the
carelessness which characterizes the spelling of smrnames
in the middla ages ; the serivenars jnef following the sounds
which their reporters furnished ; though, if” there were not
good proof that the spelling of Wayland prevailed in the
West of England befors Waylen was heard of, we mighi
agsume the identity of the modern form Waylen with that of
Whelan, which in Ireland where it i8 eommon enongh, is
pronounced Whalan, The final remsrk to be made under
this head is that Wehlen the name of a picturesgue town on
the Elbe in Baxon Switzerland has a sound exactly similar,



