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-avowing themselven either ss Nonsconformists or Wes-
leyans, though of course they freqnently came into
gontack with * Jobn Weslay on the oocasion of his
annaal visits to the town. Thus we may be pretty surs
that it was in reference to one of them named Edward
Baily that the following entry oocurs in the Wesley Journal
-of 2 October, 1764, * Breakfasted at the Devizes with Mr.
B , & biack swan, an honest lawyer,"* The prineipal
director of the above soniety seems to have been a neigh-
bouring clergyman of the Calvinistie achool, named Richard
Baddily, for some time surate of Hilparton near Trowbridge,
and afterwards of Olveston near Bristel, one of the few
-clergy who acted in concert with John Wesley, though
otherwise, his vary pronouneed Calvinism wonld rather point
him ont as the associate of George Whitefield. Sea Wesley's
Journal under date 19 Avpril, 1764, :

Simultaneonsly with this movement in Dovizes, & similar
rovival, and worked by a similar ageney, was taking plase at
Trowbridge under the guidance of a cloth manufactnrer
namsd John Clark, in nominal thoogh bardly ia sotual alli-
snce with the Established (hurek. Its inaugaration was
sanctioned by a Briatol clergyman named Rouquet, whe son-
tinned afterwards to conduct ite anniversary meetings.
From Mr. Clark’s aniobiography we learn that visits between
the two societiea of Devizes anod Trowbridge were inter-
changable, that his own ministerial services were from first
to last independent of salary, and that in 1776 the lika
position in Devizes was snstained by Mr. Robert Sloper s
corn-fastor, Bea Jay's Lifa of Clark. -

This body of believers, conatituticg, as they appesr to
have done, the naclens of tha eongregation who built - for
Mr. Sloper the chapel in Northgate Sirest now known as
the Independent Chapel, seem to have taken the plase and
becorna the virtwal suncoessors of the mixed congregation
over whom Nathauniel Chauncey had presided for nearly half
a contury. (This remark has no refersnce to the Baptists,
of whom there had long been two other bodies in the town,
one of them enjoying the favour of Bir John Eyles.) If
moraovar the new chapel in Northgate Street ocenpied ths -

® « Rurg guigin tergis, nigrogue §  Ovid'a metaphor for a prodigy,
stmillima cygno.” or something unigas, '




