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prayers as at a shrine of a saint jand doubtless they but expressed the wide-spread
feeling amongst those whose sentiments it would be dangerous policy to disregard.
The Scropes were amongst the most powerful families in the land, and certainly
they, and the members of the other noble houses with whom they were related,
would resent that the distinguished son of the head of the branch at Bolton, and
no less distinguished brother of the head of the branch at Masham, should, by the
same hand, be laid inbloody graves."

Regarding the fathership of the Archbishop, Sir Harris Nicolas, in his
Scrape and Grosvenor Controversy ', says, p. 121:"

Great confusion has hitherto prevailed with respeft to the filiation of this
eminent personage jand Dugdale, as well as several other writers, state that he
was a son of Richard, first Lord Scrope of Bolton. The cause of this mistake is
easily explained. In the copy of the Willof Lord Scrope in the Register of the
Archbishop of Canterbury, there is a bequest in these words : lItem Domino
Archiepo Ebof carissib filio meo meliorem ciphum meum de murreo scili maserj 1

and the passage has been deemed such conclusive evidence that he was the son of
the testator, as to prevent a doubt on the subject being raised by the consideration
that he is mentioned in that Willamong Lord Scrope's cousins, instead of among
his children, by the impossibility of reconciling the date of the birth of Roger,
second Lord Scrope of Bolton, with the fadt of this Richard being a bishop in
1386, or by the introduction of the label, the distinguishing mark of the house of
Masham, into his arms. The Willof Sir John Scrope in December, 1405, who
calls the Archbishop his brother jof Henry, Lord Scrope of Masham, in 1415,

who speaks of him as his uncle j and the aft of foundation of a chantry in the
Cathedral Church of York by Thomas, fifth Lord Scrope of Masham, by which
prayers were ordered to be said for the soul of his uncle (great-uncle) Richard,
formerly Archbishop of York,prove beyond a doubt that he was the younger son
of Henry, first Lord Scrope ofMasham."

The word 'filio
'
in the Willof Richard, Lord Scrope of Bolton, must

therefore have been used in a spiritual sense, and meant his *godson,' which
hypothesis is corroborated by the identity of their baptismal name."

On the other hand, Dr. Raine, in a note to the Willof Richard, first Lord
Scrope of Bolton, given in Testamenta Eboracensia^ vol. i.,Surtees Society, says :

1
"According to the copy of that Will in the Registry of York, Lord Scrope styled the

Archbishop, « Domino Archie'po Ebof carissfo patri et filiomeoj which renders it more probable
that the word

•
son
'

as wellas father was used in a spiritual sense."
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