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Britain, and passed from under French control. In December, 1714,
there were inthe garrison of Annapolis Royal, three independent com-
panies having as captains, respectively, J. "Williams,Lawrence Armstrong,
and Christopher Aldridge. The only officers in Williams' company
(which consisted inall of forty-three men) above the rank of sergeant,
were himself and a young Ensign, Otho Hamiltonj who had undoubtedly
but lately come to the Acadian Province-by-the-Sea.* The settlement of
Nova Scotia first and last attracted many Scotchmen, and young Hamil-
ton was no doubt one of a number who came at this time together to
Annapolis. January tenth, 1715, on entering the army, he took the oath
of allegiance to King George 1.,and one of the witnesses thereto was Dr.
"William Skene, probably also an Edinburgh man, who was for many
years afterwards, apparently, the leading physician at this littlemilitary
post inthe new world,and probably Mr.Hamilton's father-in-law. Later
there were four companies at Annapolis, and in 1717 these, with four
companies at Placentia in Newfoundland, and two companies besides,
were formed into one regiment under the command of Colonel Philipps,
which was thenceforth tobe known as the 40th Regiment of Foot. Pro-
motion for Mr.Hamilton came slowly, for itwas not until September 3,
1739, that he received his Captaincy, and not until1761 that he received
his Majority. In 1727, however, he was appointed acting Secretary of
the Council of Nova Scotia, and in 1731 was created aMember of Coun-
cil,which position he held, in addition to his military command, until at
least 1740, when he was one of the five councillors appointed by royal
commission from Nova Scotia, to help settle the disputed boundaries be-
tween the Province of Massachusetts Bay and the Colony of Rhode
Island.

*
There was also a John Hamilton at Annapolis at anearly Period. InMarch, 1784,

the Lieutenant- Governor commissioned
••

John Hamilton, gentleman," Naval Officer
for the port of Annapolis. September 80th, ofthe same year, John Hamilton, Deputy
Collector and Naval Officer, was ordered togo inthe sloop Mary, Stride, master, toSt.
John, toprevent illicittrade. Murdoch's History ofNova Scotia, Vol11., pp. 97, 501,
503. In1786 he was a Member of the Council and received grants ofland. April28,
1740° he was sworn in Assistant Secretary of the Council, and in1749 he made a de-
mand for damage sustained by the pulling down of a building or buildings belonging
to him, durin? the siege of Annapolis. Who this John Hamilton was is not known,
but itseems likely that he was a near relative, perhaps a cousin, or even another
brother of MajorOtho' s.


