4 THE SIGKERS OF THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT AND THEIR DESCENDANTS,

after a passage of sixty-six days, the Mayflower dropped anchor in Cape Cod harbor.
* Like the down of the thistle they were wafted across the sea, and the seed they bore of
popular governinent and religious freedom was planted on these western shores.”

On the eleventh day of December (old style), the exploring party of Pilgrims who had
left their ship, the Mayfiower, in Cape Cod harbor, landed at Plymouth where they found
* aplace (as they supposed) fith for the situation; at least it was ye best they could findand
and ye season and their presente necessities made them glad to aceept of it. So they re-
turned to their shippe again with this news to ye rest of their people, which did much com-
forte their harts.”

On the 26th of December the Mayflower dropped her anchor in the harbor of Plymouth.

LanpiNG oF THE PILGRIMS.

{SEF FROKTIRFIECE.)

When the Pilerims landed at Plymouth they were not. only outside of the limits of their
patent, on a terrifory of a company from which they had received no grant, but they had
settled themselves where the natives of the soil might dispute their right of oceupation.
They exereived tact, wisdom and good judgment in their dealings with the natives and
thus secured their friendghip. ““ By the gift from Massasoit,” says Davig, ““the Pilgrims,
without charter from the King, or patent from the Northern Virginia Company, obtained a
foothold and possession, which under a charter or patent alone would have been usurpa-
tion and robbery.” A patent, however, was necessary to establish their rightful claim,
and the Mayflower carried the news to England of the place of their landing, as well asan
application to the Northern Virginia Company, for a suitable grant. After the Pilgrims
sailed from England, the Northern or Plymouth Company secured a new charter from the
King, dated the 5th of November 1620,

The first ¢ivil act of the Pilgrims after their arrival in Cape Cod Harbor, was to draw
up a compact or ** combination,” as it is called by Bradford, which was signed by the
male members of the company, and became the foundation on which the structure of our
goveryment has Lieen built.  Under date of Nov. 21st, Mourt’s Relation states that ¢ this
day, before we cume to harbour, observing some not well affected to unity and conecord,
but gave some appearanees of faction, it was thought good there should be an association
and agreement, that we should combine together in one body, and to submit to such gov-
ernment and governor as we should, by common consent, agree to make and choose, and
set our hands to this that follows, word tor word.”

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT.

On the 11th day of November, 1620 (old style), there was drawn on the lid ofa chest on
hoard of the Mayflower, at Cape-Codd, and signed by forty-one of the principal men of
the first band of Pilgrime, a platform of government known as the Compaet, and which
eave to these people the claim of being the first ** Signers ”” of this important instrument.

The following is the full text of the Compact:



