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Major Samuel Clap, son of Deacon Thomas and Abigal Clap, was born about 1641. He
succeeded to his father's residence. He was Major of militia and a man of some importance in
town. He married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Gill, who married Hannah, daughter of the
first John Otis. They had ten children of whom Stephen was the third.

Lieut, (and Deacon) Stephen Clap, son of Major Samuel and Hannah (Grill) Clap, was
born at Scituate, Mass., in 1670. He was deacon of the church, Ensign and Lieutenant of the
"train band." He married Temperance Gorham, daughter of John Gorham son of Capt. John
Gorham.

Capt. John Gorham, son of Ralph, was born in England, baptized atßenefield, Northamp-
tonshire, June 28, 1621. His father Ralph and grandfather James, resided at Benefield North-
hnmptonshire. His descent is traced from De Goran of La Janniere near Gorran in Maine, on
the holders of Brittany. He came withhis father Ralph to Plymouth in 1637. He commanded
a company in the sanguinary battle at the "Swamp Fort" in the Narraganset country, Dec. 19,

1075, and died from exposure and fatigue at the age of 54. He married Desire, eldest daughter

of John Howland the Pilgrim in 1643.

JOlffl RoWl3nd t the Pilgrim, thirteenth signer of the Mayflower Compact, was born in
Essex County, England, in 1592. Bradford inhis journal makes the following reference tohim
on the Mayflower voyage : "Ina mighty storm John Howland, a passenger, a stout young
man, by a keel of ye ship, was thrown into the sea. But pleased God, he caught hold of ye
Topsail Halliards we hung overboard, and run out ye length, yet he kept his hold the several
fathoms under water, tillhe was drawn up by ye rope to ye surface, and by a boat hook and
other means got into ye ship ;and tho' some't illupon itliv'dmany years, and became a useful
member both in church and Commonwealth." He "took to wife" Elizabeth, daughter of John
Tilley.

30fttt OlSy, sixteenth signer of the Mayflower Compact, was born inEngland about 1582.
He married Elizabeth (Carver) for his first wife, and by her had a daughter Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Tilley,daughter of John Tilley and Elizabeth (Carver) Tilley, was born 1607;
died Dec. 20, 1087; married Aug. 14, 1623, John Howland.

John Howland by his wife Elizabeth (Tilley) Howland, had, among other children, a
daughter Desire, (named from Desire Minten, who was a kind friend of her mother's orphaned
girlhood); married Capt. John Gorham in 1643.

Capt. John Gorham, by his wife Desire (Howland) Gorham, had ten children, of whom
John (2) was the third.

Lieut. Col John Gorham, son of John (1) and Desire (Howland) Gorham, was born in
Marshfield, Mass., Feb. 20, 1651. He served under his father in KingPhilip's war. On June
5, 1090, he was appointed a Captain in the unfortunate Canada expedition, and subsequently
Lieut. Colonel of the militia. He was a man of sound judgment and good business capacity.
He died Dec. 9, 1716. He married, Feb. 16, 1694, Mary, daughter of John Otis, and sister of


