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APPENDIX.

CORNELIUS BERGEN'S INVENTIONS.

Mr.Bergen being a farmer, and gifted with mechanical ingenuity, he
readily saw how valuable improvements could be added to many agri-
cultural implements, hence hisnumerous inventions.

Some important facts have just come to hand, which enable us to
mention a few of them, as follows:

COMPRESSED AIR.

In 1824, he invented Bergen's Pneumatic Engine, of which he says in
his application to the Patent Office:

"
The invention claimed is the giving

of motion to machinery of every description by means of Compressed
Air.1

'
And now, seventy-five years later, mechanical genius has apparently

solved the problem of controlling and bringing that wonderful power into
practical use.

A Self-Feeding Corn Sheller and Fodder Cutter, both done at the same
time.

The firstCylinder Churn, stillin use (previously mentioned).
Improvement in the Fanning Machine.
A Sawing Machine, making two shingles at once.
A valuable improvement in Silk Looms (before mentioned), but to

which weadd that itwas not successfully operated here, on account of the
high tariff on the raw material, and the cheapness of labor in Europe.
Its workmanship, however, was demonstrated in New York City. We
have samples ofseveral kinds ofarticles woven on itthere.

But the most successful invention was

CORNELIUS BERGEN'S SELF-SHARPENING PLOW.

It was conceded to be the best Plow inuse. Itdiffered fromall others,
because it was self-sharpening, its construction being such that when
the point and share became dull by use, they could be detached and
turned upside down; they were then all right, and the friction when plow-
ing, operating on the reverse edges, would cause them to re-sbnrpen
themselves. This could be accomplished ina few minutes by the plowman,
and this process could be repeated until the parts were wornout, and then
they could be replaced at a triflingcost. Consequently, the farmer was
spared great annoyance and much time and expense in sending his plow
to the blacksmith to be sharpened.


