
PREFACE.

IN the article in the Eegisteb for July, 1885 (xxxix. 265), en-
titled "John Harvard and his Ancestry," which formed the

ninth instalment of his
"

Genealogicial Gleanings in England,"
Mr. Waters conclusively established the fact that John Harvard
was one of the sons ofRobert Harvard of the Parish of St. Saviours,
Southwark, London, and Katherine (Rogers) Harvard, his wife,
and that he was baptized in that parish, Nov. 29, 1607. In sup-
port of this statement he published, among others, the wills of Har-
vard's father, mother, brother, uncle, aunt, two step-fathers and
father in law.

In the present paper he continues still further the investigations
so successfully begun. He here gives us, with other new and impor-
tant matter now for the first time published, the probate of the willof
Thomas Rogers of Stratford-on-Avon, Harvard's maternal grandfa-
ther, the wills of Rose Reason, his aunt, and Thomas Rogers, Jr.,
his uncle, both on his mother's side, with extracts from the Parish
Registers of Stratford, setting forth the baptisms, marriages and bu-
rials of the Rogers family. Harvard's grandfather, Thomas Row-
ers, was, at the time of his death, an alderman of Stratford, and the
house which he built there in1596 is still standing. From itJohn
Harvard's father and mother were married in1605. It is one of
the oldest and certainly the best remaining example of ancient do-
mestic architecture in Stratford. The illustration in this number is
a heliotype copy, slightly reduced, of an excellent photograph just
taken*

When itis remembered that the late Hon. James Savage, LL.D.,
the author of the

"
Genealogical Dictionary of New England," made a

voyage to England for the express purpose of ascertaining what could
be learned of the early history of John Harvard, and that he would
gladly have given, as he himself tells us, five hundred dollars to get


