LEE OF VIRGINIA.

GENEALOGICAL NoTeEs Proving TBE ERROR OF THE
PrEVIOUSLY ACCEPTED PEpiGREE.

Communicated by J. HENEY ‘Ifm, Cedarhnrst, Fairhaven, Masa.

OME years since & lively discussion arese over the gemealogy of the
distinguished family of Lee of Virginia, excited by the appearance of
a clumsy forgery* which was folly exposed in the cclumns of the Nation
by Mr. W. H. Whitmora of Boston. The burden of evidence at that time
seemed to point to Richard Lee of Stratford-Langton, in Essex, a suburb
of London, the son of Sir Robert Lee, Knt., of that place, as identical with
the Col. Richard Lee who, in 1640, emigrated to Virginia and founded there
a family which has perhaps given more statesmen aud warriors to their new
home than any other of our old colomial progenitors. This evidence,
although rather shadowy,—being_in-fact nothing more than that the emi-
ant, in his will, ealled himself “Ilate of Stratford-Langton,”—was never-
theless generally accepted, fuule de mieux, by most genealogists, and. It iy
believed, by the family themselves, while a recent magazine article by Ilev,
F. G Lee in the Miscellania Genealogica, afterward reprinted in pamphlet
form,T assumed this descent as proven and so constructs the pedigree with-
out more evidence than he is able to adduce for his own many and frantic
attempts to connect himself with the same noble family.f
The writer has, however, in the course of other investigations on which
he has been engaged for some years past in the English Records, fully
satisfied himself that this Richard Lee, son of Sir Rohert, died in his youth,
- and that another Richard Lee who was also of Stratford-Langton and Step-
ney in the first half of the 17th century and distantly, if at all, connected
with the Quarrendon Family, was the true ancestor of the Virginia stock.
‘Who this Richard may have been he hopes at some not distant day to be
able to clearly prove. Meanwhile we must not lose sight of the fact that
the son of the emigrant, in his mopomental inseription in Westmoreland
county, Virginia, is deseribed as “de antigus familie in Merton Regis in
comitatu Salopsiensi ortundi,” a fact utterly irreconcilable with the Quarren-
don theory, but which may hereafter give a clue to the true descent.

* Genealogical History of the Lea Family of Virginia and Maryland, from A.D. 1300 to
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