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son of Ralph ;Hugh prior of Rnnewell (Canewell) ;Jordan de Budifort ;
Thomas de Tresel ; Hugh de "Wrottesley ; "Walter de Overton ;Robert de
Wicklakisford; and William de Hagley. Between the years 1247 and 1250
Robert de Passelowe, archdeaconof Lewes and treasurer ofEngland, visited the
midland counties, for the purpose of making enquiry into the alienations of
serjeantries, and to impose fines for the same. His return for Staffordshire
is printed inthe

"
Testa de Nevill ;" it states, amongst others, that the

serjeantry of John de Perton, for which he should provide for the king, a"
servions ad anna," mounted for eight days, at his own cost, had been, in

part, alienated. Namely, by two virgates of hand, held by Roger de Perton,
Hugh de Wrottesley, and Michael de Trescote. His fine for this appears to
have been eight marks ;for the Pipe Rollof 1248 returns him as owing that
sum

"
pro transgressione." The virgate of land in possession of Hugh de

Wrottesley, had been given to him as the dowry of Idonea, sister of this John
de Perton. The royal rights appear to have been well looked after, and
defended in the reign of the third Henry, fur we find another inquisition of
titles in1255, and amongst others, itis again recorded that

"
John de Perton

held three hides of land in Perton, of the king's majesty, by service of
serjeantry in Wales, with horses and arms, for eight days at his own cost, and
ifhe stays longer, he has eight pence from the purse of his majesty the king J
and he has a free court, and does suit at two general hundred courts, on
requisition, etc., and he gives three shillings forfrankpledge." Italso appears,
upon their enquiry, that the king's escheator, Henry de Wengham, and his
coadjutor Robert de Passelowe, had found that John's father, Ralph de Perton,
had alienated two and a half virgates ofland or about 150 acres, without a
license from the king, for which the king receives annually five'shillings and
nine pence, as n fine imposed by the said inquisitors. However if John's
father had alienated a portion of. his patrimony, his son Ralph about this
time acquired a fresh domain of land at Stirchley in Shropshire, andIcannot
do better than quote from R. W. Eyton's incomparable

"
Antiquities of

Shropshire." "Anoutlying Berewick of the Domesday Manor of Longford,
though eight miles distant from it, and close on the east of Great Dawley,
Stirchley was dependant on Longford for nearly two centuries after Domesday;
and was held by a family of the same name, as tenants in fee, who sold half
the hide of which itconsisted to the abbot of Buildwasin 1255, who snb-
infeuded a virgate to the abbot of Lilleshull,a virgate to Ranulph de Perton,
and one nook to the prior of Wenlock. Afterwards the abbot bought all the
vill,except a half hide held by Ranulph de Ooleham. In 1284 the abbot of
Buildwas holds the vill of Stirchley of Robert Corbet, and he of Adam de
Brinton. and he of the king. Walter de Stirchley died in 1232, and Matilda
his widow claimed one third ofa hide in Stirchley as her dower ;and the fine
by which she obtained for life, the half virgate held by Robert Partridge dates
July Ist 1232. On July Ist 1247 Osbert de Stirchley gives to Nicholas,
abbot of Buildwas, two virgates in Stirchley, and other property. Also 36
acres with the boso growing thereon, namely whetever lay between John de
Perton's boso, and the bosc of the monks. He also gives the homages and
services of John de Perton and his heirs ;of Ralph de Ooleham and his heirs ;
of Julian son of Walter de Stirchley and his heirs, etc. The charter describes'
half the great garden, an orchard, already divided, between the grantor and

John de Perton. The Perton Fee.— This estate though small, requires a dis-
tinct notioe. The family of Perton, in Staffordshire, held lands there by.
serjeantry. The lord of Perton and Tresoote was bound to attend the kingin
any Welsh expedition, with two horses, for eight days, at his own cost, and if


