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Pitohford- and Eiclmrd deiPttchfordi wewriiUed. tlni13£& JohndefPcitottshacl'V
to.find sureties* intheimatter of'Hfchflrosame riotous;-disturbances;- Tnii» great,
quarrel, that for a length, 6f.time, convulsed the whole of'west Stafford^hir«*nd;.1
north east Shropshire, and terrifiedithe peaceable inhabitant* by the. violence ;

ofiits episodes, was a kindiofo family feud, relative toithe advowsoa of < th©,
Church Eaton living, andi.it would appear that:almost every familyoofc
importance inthis neighborhood' was drawn into the vortex of its turmoil*
and more or. less mixed up in the embroilment. The fatal remit toiJohn ;deS
Pitohford of ,BlumenhuE ,(Blymhill), at. /last brought theiaffair under, the.:^
notice and' active interference of the authorities*.' This extensive and intricate v
emeute, for a long time dragged its weary course and occupied- the judicial o
mind for a number, of years, leading- to many complications in its course^
Its origin was inthe ,death of John Bagod :who had been lord ofnBlymbill:!
Manor and patron of Ghurch Eaton living when he left, the latter right,,
equally to his four daughters, who married - respectively William de Ipstanes, j

Ralph de Oovene, Richards de Pitchford and Geoffrey de:Bromley^ Thcrit
second daughter Margaret Gorene, left threa daughters and co-heiressesy who;,

had equal division, of their imother's share.- in this advowson,- and.cdulyH
married husbands, all the four daughters of John Bagod, infact leaving heirs.:
Thus the advowson rights were divided up-into? many shares, which resulted,!
inthis deplorable. county convulsion. AtEaster, 1329 Adam Gilbdrt ofiCod»;-
sail, exeoutor of the willofWilliam de Codsall, sued Walter Perton, a preden-t: .
dary ofTettenhall. church of saint Michael, for a debt; of nine marks, .anditheit
bishop had* been ordered to produce the < said Walter- at this: date, :and? bad v
done nothing. Another mandate was therefore sent; to the bishop to ¦

produce the said Walter, ;at the quindene. of saint)Michael. Oneother, <of
the many cases that proved the loophole of escape for.; sainted scoundrels, -
called

'
benefit of clergy,' this was: simply a legalized fraud, ;devised? iby .

priestcraft, by whioh the sanctified defaulter- and .criminal too often escaped ..¦

from the stern hand of justice. A most disreputable case of public swindle,
ing on a wholesale scale* in connection with- the county; tax.ferm, cropped
up, previous to this ; period Jn 1324, when Sir Thomas: Pipe knightoiand-/
Philip de Lutteley v latelprincipal taxers.and colleotors<i>f-thefiOJ;h and 6t)im,'
the County of*Stafford were found to have appropriated much money -.from
vills,to their own use, and its details are as bad as those of.any,modern Irish i
ring, and worse in the; fact that they, emanated from men of supposed; mteg-i
rity and respectability. The investigation into the matter took place .at v

Tutbury inDecember 1328 before. John de Stonore and his fellow justices,
when. the jury presented that

"
under color of their office, they had taken a

great sum of money from various vills, to their iownuse// Richard Ovyete-. -.
shaye (Ivetsey), clerk of Sir Thomas- Pipe,: and Philip de :l<utteley, being; <

summoned) could not -deny that he, had been badly, conducted inhis office*!.,
and was. fined twenty;marks; "

The.. juries presented, 1that. the accused mis- .
conduoted' themselves, by taking agreat sum of money, by extortion from the «

various vills, so that: the same: villamight be spared mi we ta*atioflr,an,4!(iot \
be taxed according, to the, true, value of their chattels.: The Sheriff wa& thererb
fore ordered to:summon all the principal taxers, to be at; Tutbury onuthe-
Monday before the feast of saint Lucy the.virgin/ William de. Stafford <ami:
John de Perton,: had been:: the chief taxers for tbe,2Otb ;Williamde;Mer^
and John>de/ Perton for the,18th;and. John Gifiard and Jobn,dei i^erfcpn ..
for the 16th, William de;Mere was dead, and John dejferton appeared for.,
himself, and , the other > chief taxera ;and Simon Francis ,(qj,the subn^axQra. ,..
They stated. thaithay did nottax.Uie;ineja;of thQiyills in. the Qpunty, acipoid^h


