8 THE COUTT® FAMILY.

Far from this gravestons, poete, vain receds,

This men loved truth alive, 8o now, when dead.

On carth he led a henvenly life ; his death
Possession of heaven's kingdom doth hegqueath,

No staing his life or manners could attack,

They found no ground whereon their claim to make ;
Fools, from this learn true wisdom to live well,—

A pions life a pions end will tell,

William Coutts * or Contes, was father of three song,—
David, baptized 10th July, 1641 ; John, baptized 6th April,
1643; and Robert, baptized 12th July, 1631; also of &
daughter, Margaret, baptized 28th Feby., 1845, His wife
having died in 1638, he appears fo have married again,
but no trace has been found of his second wife’s name.
William Coutts had a younger brother, named John, who
carried on an extemsive Dusiness ag & wood merchant in
the burgh.

An extensive trade with Norway and Sweden was carried
on at thiz period, both Swedes and Norwegians resorting
in great numbers to the port in the months of April, May,
and June. When & Swede arrived in the barbour, his
first action was to seek out the desn of guild, who always
was entitled to the first chance of the eargo. Should that
official consider that the burgh had plenty of timber in
store, it was then offered by public roup. The bellman
= Willinm Coutts or Coutes, was probably & branch of the family of © Coutis”

of Auchiercon), members of whom engpged in agricultural purauits in
Aberdesnshira and other northern counties from the sixteenth centnry
onwnrds, Another opinion is entertained regarding the Coutts of
Montrose. Willinm Coutts, the husband of Janet Ochiltres, ia supposed to
hare been a san, of Williawm Canéfs, nephew of Adam Colt of Invereskand
Janet Harkiss, who were maried at Musselboegk. The Colis were come
of na eminent lawyer family, of whom Oliver Colt transacted much of the

law business conuevted with Montross in tihe beginning of the seventeenth
century., (' Gen, Mems. of the Coutts Family.” Dr. Hogera.)



