
THE COUTTS FAMILY.

front of the house was laid out as a parterre or flower
garden, and the entrance was familiarly known as

"Coutts' Close" or "Hallgreen's Entry.' The laird of
Hallgreen during his residence in Montrose took an active
interest in all the affairs of the burgh. Entering the
council at the second election of 1716, he was immediately
appointed second bailie, his brother, John Coutts, being
first bailie, while his brother-in-law, James Smith, was
third bailie. AtMichaelmas, 1727, he was elected provost,
and alternately held the office until 1744 withhis brother,
John, and David Skinner, the rebel provost

Mr. Coutts' only son, James,* by his second wife
succeeded to the estate of Hallgreen. He married on the
15th March, 1759, Miss Mennie Rannie, daughter of
Mungo Rannie, a respectable linen manufacturer and
magistrate inCullen, and who died in1806, aged 79. His
tombstone in Cullen churchyard bears the following
inscription:

—
"Sacred to the memory of Mango Rannie, many years a very

respectable LinenManufacturer and Magistrate in Cullen, who
died the 26th January, 1806,' aged 79 years. His youngest son,
John, a youth of exemplary piety, filialaffection, and promising
abilities, died the 23rd June, 1809, aged 18 years, and is also

interred here. Here also repose the aahea of his daughter,
Helen, who diedSeptember 23rd, 1816, aged 26 years. By her
sweetness of temper and endearing qualities, this lovely Helen
willlivein the fond remembrance of her friends till they, like
her, sleep in the tomb."

Mr. Mungo Rannie used to tell that he was spoken of
as the finest-looking country gentleman that came to the
county town.

•His firstdaughter, Anna, baptized 24th Feby., 1760, married in 1780 Captain
IngramBall,of the Queen's Regiment ofDragoons.
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