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they are 7, 10, or 14. We have enumerated and
explained the different kinds ofMenwantaras. We
have also explained the different kinds of years
which are in use.

Itwillbe convenient, now, to give what expla-
nation we are able, of the Avatars : events, or per-
sons, or prophecies, or otherwise, upon which there
has been much conjecture, but no certainty. Our
author himself does not make it entirely clear.

Avatar, and Avatara, are two different words.
An Avatara was the person, the individual, who
was the subject or performer of the Avatar. An
Avatar was the exploit or performance of the
Avatara.

There are ten avatars and avataras. Nine are
past j the tenth is to be the last incarnation of
Vishnu, the redeeming spirit at the Calci avatar: at
the end of the fourth, the Cali age —

to judge the
world.

The nine avataras, says our author, are collectively
the nine patriarchs succeeding Adam; ofwhich Noah
(Vaivaswata) was the last ; but, individually, they
are mercies afforded to mankind by the redeeming
power.* They are not, he says, in chronological
order

—
the first not being first in point of time,

though they are assigned, distributively, to several
patriarchs.

The four ages being in the proportion of4, 3, 2,
*

Vol. i.p. 183.
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