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panied him to Deokot, where he was formally installed in
power. When Kutb-ud-din died at Lahor, in 607 a.h., 'Ali
Mard&n assumed independence under the titleof'Ala-ud-din ;

but after a reign of about twoyears, he was slainby the Khiljf
nobles, and Hiaam-ud-din was thereupon elected in his stead
(608 a.h.). History is silent as to when he first arrogated
kingly state, and merely records Shams-ud-din Altamsh's
expedition against him in 622 a.h., with the object of en-
forcing his allegiance to the Imperial crown, when, after
some doubtful successes, peace was established on the sur-
render of 38 elephants, the payment of 80 laks [of tankahs ?],
and the distinct recognition of Altamsh's suzerainty in the
public prayers, with the superscription of his titles on the
local coinage. The Emperor, on his return towards Dehli,
made over the government of Bihar to 'Ala-ud-din Jani, who,
however, was not long left undisturbed, for the Southern
potentate speedily re-annexed that section of his former
dominions,

—
an aggression which was met, in a.h. 624, by the

advance ofNasir-ud-din Mahmud, the eldest son of Altamsh,
inforce, who,in the absence of Ghias-ud-dm 'Awz on distant
enterprises, succeeded in obtaining possession of the new
seat of Government. In the subsequent engagement the
Bengal army was defeated, and Ghias-ud-dm killed, after
a reign estimated by the local annalist at 12 years. 1

This is all the information we are able to gather from the
incidental biographical notices furnished by our sole authority,
Minhaj-us-Siraj, that most intelligent employe of the Rulers
of Dehli, and welcomed visitor at the Court of Lakhnauti in
a.h. 641, where he saw and appreciated the material under-
takings of this self-made king, whose memory he lauds en-
thusiastically. A tribute Altamsh had virtually anticipated,
when he was at last permitted to behold the glories of his
adversaries' capital, in 627 a.h., and then conceded the tardy
justice of decreeing, that in virtue of his good works,
Ghias-ud-din 'Awz should, in his grave, be endowed with

1 Allowing 'AlfMardan from 607-8 to 609-10, this leaves an interval up to
612, during which Hisam-ud din 'Awz was content to remain head of the Khilji
oligarchy and local governor.


