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pretences, and openly declared himself Sul(dén in his own
right, assuming the regal title of Ghids-ud-din, and the
guasi-hierarchical function implied in the designation of
Nagir Amir A1 Muaminin, “Defender of the Commander
of the Faithful” Whether this overt assertion of inde-
penderce was suggested by his own growing power, or was
due fo the imagined weakness of the suzersin, is not clear;
but there can be no question as to his succesa in the exten-
sion and consolidstion of his dominions, or to his vigorous
administration of a country, fertlle in the extreme, and en-
dowed with such singular commercial advantages of sea and
river intercourse.

At this particuler juncture Altamsh does not seem to
have been pressed by any important home disturbances, but
there were dark clouds on the N.W. frontier. The all-powerful
"Al4-pd-din Muhammed Khdrizmi, whose outposts extended

- over 8o large a portion of Asia, had been coining money in
the inconvenient proximity of Ghasni throughout the years
613, 614-616 a.5.;! and no one could foretell when he might
follow the ordinary precedent, and advance into Hinddstin.
As fate determined, however, it waa left to his son Jalil-ud-din
to swim the Indus, at the risk of his life, 2s a fugitive
before the hosta of Changiz Xhén, in 618 A.B.

The mention of Changis Khdn suggests to me the desira-
bility of repeating a correction, I have already recorded
elsewhere, of a singular delusion, shared alike by native
copyists and English commentators, regarding ome of the
supposed incidents of the sufficiently diversified career of
this scourge of the world, to the effect that his unkempt
savages had pensirated down to the impossible limit of the
lower Gaeges. The whole series of mistakes, Asiatic or
European, may now be iraced back to s simple clerical error
in the transeription from a chance leading eopy of the ordi-
narily rare work of Minhéj-us-Bir4j—where the name of
Changts Ehin \s ﬁio- hag been substituted for the more
obvious designation of the ancient town of Jdjnagar )fo'ur

| J.R.AS. IX, p. 381; XVIL, p. 202; Chronieles of Pathtn Kings, p. 86.
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