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No. 6a. Variety. One example gives the altered marginal
reading of

AlNasir-le-dfn Illahwas invested inthe Khilafatina.h. 575, and
died on the Ist Shawwal, a.h. 622 (sth October, 1225 a.d.). Bar
Hebrseus, Abulfaraj,pp. 269-301. Ibn Asfr,p. 285, fixes his death
at the end ofRamazan. Price, Muhammadan History, ii.,p. 210.

The tenor of the legends of the consecutive issues of
a.h. 617 disclose an increasing confidence in his own power
on the part of GMds-ud-dln 'Awz, in the addition made to
his previous titles, and in the assumption of the superlative
Al Azam, "the highest," as the prefix to the AlSultan in
place of the heretofore modest adjective ofAlMu*azzam, "the
great." x Here, for the first time inthis series, we meet with
the official or regnant designation of the Khalif of Baghdad,
who has hitherto been referred to by the mere generic title
of

"
Commander of the Faithful."

It would appear from this innovation, as if Ghias-ud-din
had already, indirectly, put himself incommunication with
the Pontifical Court at Baghdad, with a view to obtaining
recognition as a sovereign prince inthe Muslim hierarchy,

—
a further indication of which may possibly be detected in the
exceptional insertion of the month in addition to the ordinary
year of issue on the margin of No. %a;a specification which
willbe found more fully developed in the succeeding mint-
ages, where it admits of an explanation which is not so
obvious or conclusive in this instance.

1 Altamsh himself seems to have been indifferent to this distinction, but its
importance is shown in the early coinages of Muhammad bin Sam, who invariably
reserves the superlative prefii for his reigning brother, while he limitshis own

claims to the virtually comparative *la**J!. And further to mark these grada-

tions, he prominently adopts the higher title after his brother's death. Chronicles
of Pathan Kings, pp. 12, 13, 14. Ariana Antigua, pi. xx., figs. 29, 35.


