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of regnant vassals in partibus infidelium against absent
Muhammadan Emperors.

There is nothing, however, to cause surprise in the as-
sumption of royal titles by Tughril on this occasion, as,
although he had been a firm adherent of the Empress
Riziah, had been endowed by her with the honours of the
red umbrella, and had coined assiduously the only silver
money bearing her name hitherto discovered, hia devotion to
the Imperial throne was confessedly shaken after her death,

and in this self-same year, 640 a.h., taking advantage of
the weakness of the reigning monarch at Dehli, he pro-
ceeded to annex the province of Karra Manikpur, which
in itself constituted an. overt act of rebellion against his
Suzerain. 1

The next division of the InitialCoinage of Bengal brings
us into much more definite contact with the realities of
mediaeval remains, and reminds me that on my first en-
deavour to identify the Kai Kaus of the Kooch Bihar coins,
Iwas obliged to crave indulgence in the mere reading of
the dates so incoherently defined on his mintages. Ihad,
for the time, to abandon all faith in the units, to claim only
dubious credence for the decimals; though the hundreds
necessarily remained beyond cavil, even had the Bengal
Mint-officials blundered inthe definition of the alien Semitic
legends with more than their accustomed licence.
Iwas, however, venturesome enough on that occasion to

suggest
—

in dotted lines and duly reserved square brackets
—

that the then obscure Kai Kaus ought tohave a place inthe
family tree of the house of Balban, a claim which had
escaped the record of contemporary biographers, or the
knowledge of later commentators on the local events in
Bengal. Ihave since found abundant testimony towards
establishing his true place both under the one and the other
aspect.

On a recent occasion of reviewing my previous Essay on
the Initial Coinage of Bengal,Iembodied,, with more confi-

1 Minh&j-us-Sirfcj, Persian text, p. 243. Stewart's Bengal, p. 61.


