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STATUTES

"For inquire, Ipray th.cc, of the former age,
And apply thyself to that which their fathers

have searched out:
Shall not they teach thee and tell thee,
And utter words out of their heart?"

—Job 8, 8-10.

Statute I
Name

"First families," according to the usual
interpretation, include those of the founders
of a community who constitute a wholesome
element of society; and those of later periods
who have participated to a noticeable degree
in its general development. As the first of
these two groups of Virginia families and
their founder-ancestors form its chief inter-
est, this organization shall be known as the
ORDER OF FIRST FAMILIES OF
VIRGINIA,1607-1620.

Statute II
Objects

1 To foster true patriotism and love of
Country; and a better understanding of the
principles of American freedom thru promo-
ting historical, biographical and genealogical
research relative to the thirteen years (1607-
1620) of dreary isolation, dire hardship and
heroic endurance of the men, women and
children who, during that period, laid the
foundations of this great Republic by estab-
lishing religious liberty, the home, and "gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, and for
the people" as American institutions. The
ORDER recognizes the entire regime of the
Virginia Company (1606-1624) as the founda-
tion period, but emphasizes the thirteen years
/ 1607-1620) as the bed-rock of that founda-
tion.


