
THE VALLEYOF WYOMING.

of less importance, so that itis practically continuously built up.
The Lackawanna River empties just above Pittston, having risen
south of the water shed along tne New York line, coming over
the upper end of the Wyoming coal field, passing through the
hustling city ofScrauton, ten miles away, withits varied interests.
It was anciently reached only by pathways leading from
Easton, on the Delaware, from Orange County, from Sunbury,
(Fort Augusta) and from the north by the Indian trail to Cath-
arinestown and Fort Niagara, along which the Six Nations sent

war parties south to the far borders of Virginia.
Its pristine beauty ha? been celebrated insong and story. Early

in the century the poet Campbell wrote :

"On Susquehanna's side, fair Wyoming;
Although the wild flower on thy ruined wall,

And roofless homes a sad remembrance bring
Of what thy gentle people didbefall,

Yet thou wert once the loveliest land of all
That sees the Atlantic's wave their morn restore."

And Fitz Green Halleck said :

"Thou comest inbeauty on my gaze at last
On Susquehanna's side, fair Wyoming,

Image of a dream inhours long past,
When life was inits bud and blossoming."

The old witsfailed not to ridicule some of its inhabitants' pre-
tensions. Colonel Dyer, returning to New Haven, being loud in
praise of its fertility, was thus lampooned in the much used
Yankee Doodle meter of that day :

"Canaan of old, as we are told,
Its skies didrain down manna,

Butheavenly food's not half so good,
As Dyer makes Susquehanna.

A local historian "tothe manner born," Charles Miner, says of
it fiftyyears ago : "Itscharacter of extreme richness is derived
from the extensive flats or river bottoms which extend a consider-
able distance from the stream, unsurpassed in luxuriant fertility.
Pure streams of water come leaping from the hills, imparting
health and pleasure in their course, all of them abounding with
delicious trout. The quail whistled inthe meadow ;• the pheasant
rustled in its leafy covert ; the wild duck reared her brood and
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