
THE BEERS.

Ilay the fascinating duty by with regret that where so much
ought to be told, so littleis possible.

Beginning withthe Bennett line,Icould not with certainty go
behind Ephraim, jr., nor with the Bentlys back of Green M. In
the Beers line, surety existed as to Barnabas being a great ances-
tor. It has been "line upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little,"until ithas been possible to present many

facts logically arranged. Yet, the broken story suggests Dr.
Johnson's similie of the Dancing Dog, "The wonder being not

that he danced well, but that he danced at all."
Let me very earnestly beg all to begin right now, under the

inspiration of the new springing national life, so that at the close
of the next century, those who come after may, as Rev. George
S. Bennett says, "Not be obliged to spend years searching dry
records, only to be baffled and disappointed in the end."

For many years, in New England, a more or less complete
system of keeping vital statistics has existed. In other states,
legislation to this end isbeing enacted. Its importance ismanifest.
The New England States, prompted by the interest in our early
history, has caused to be collated and published old public
records, musty court proceedings, valuable letters, militaryordersi
and of especial value are the old Parish Registers, containing
births, marriages and deaths, imperfect as they are, many of
course, having been lost. This has made possible, even partial
success to the antiquarian of today, who must be proud to prove
.that his ancestors came inby the New England gateway.
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The Tyro making his first attempt to express himself in print
is likelyto comprehend the passage, "Oh that mine enemy would
write a book," for he finds himself to have committed sins of both
omission and commission, which willnot alllie upon the shoulders
of the "intelligentcompositor."

On page 18, Irefer to three sons of John McClure Bennett,
naming but two, Ephraim James and Burton Green. The second
son, Oscar Curtis, assumed charge of the homestead in 1875 and
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