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The best known branches of the family are five in
number :

—
(a) that of Hedleyhope, and Brancepeth,

co. Durham j(b) that of Saxby, co. Lincoln j(c) that of
Blyth and Serlby, co. Notts.; (d) that of Little
Addington and Moulton, co. Northants ;and {c) thac of
Coombe, co. Kent. The second of the Saxby branch
(his father Robert having purchased the estate of
Saxby), Nicholas Sanderson, M.P. for Gainsborough,
and subsequently for Lincoln, was created baronet in
i6i2,and viscount Castleton, of Beautree in Ireland,
in 1628; and his descendant James, sixth viscount
Castleton, was raised to the English peerage as baron
Saunderson, of Saxby, co. Line, in 1714, viscount
Castleton of Sandbeck, co. York, in 1716, and earl of
Castleton in 1720. Allhis honours became extinct at
his death in 1723, and his estates passed to his cousin,
Thomas Lumley, third earl of Scarborough, who
assumed thereupon the additional surname of Saunder-
son by act of parliament, in conformity with the earl
of Castleton's will.

Soon after 1600 the ancient spelling of the name
was altered by several members of the different
branches to Saunderson, and this has mostly been
adopted since, though the last bearer of the name in
LittleAddington reverted to the ancient spelling : and
in the 17th century, on tombstones and in registers,
the name for some time is spelt indifferently in either
way : and even in the MS. Harl. this is also the case.
Robert Saunderson, bishop of Lincoln, was of the
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