FOLLY'S

QUEENS.

CHAPTER L

FIEE-GIEL AND

Thosa who have made Batan's charactera
study teil us that his ruling polioy in winring
the world to himsell is to solect handsome
women with brilliant intelisets for his adju-
tants. And faets and our own cbzervation
compel usto sdmit, ungallant as it ia, that the
assertion is true, Thero are many reasohs in
oxtenuation of this Eaet, not genarally congid-
&rad by moralists who delight in sermonizing
gver “lovely woman's folly.” They start ount
with the propoeition that a woman who is en-
dowed with intellect and beauty, and Is of
bad morsls, must necessarily have beon
ereatad 8o, wnd that she acts solely {rom im-
pulses beyond her control. Thelr ineonsis-
tency becomes apparenfat ones, when in tha
face of this belief they condemn the woman
for that which they claim she’is irresponsible
Poople of iiheral tdeas look upon mankind a3
the creatures of elrcumstance, and regard
their netlons, whithar good or bad, as the ont-
epme of certain conditions of life- The man
or woman who holds this view isalways chori-
table and forgiving with their fellows. They
may condamp, buat their condemnation i3 sea-
apned with pity.

In contemplating the charactsr of famously
infpmons women who have reigned as Queens
in Folly’s Court, it is hoped that the reader of
these articles describing their career, will
ba among those who are more willing to for-
give thaocondemn. With but faw exceptlons
the lives of thess women werda mouldad by
adverse eircumataness, They strotted their
briet Bour on life’s stage creaturcs of the
progent, taking o note of Hime and the sor-

rows and remorse it might brizp. God and !

they alone koow what their punishment waa.

XING'S MIITRESH

The moral that thelr livea teach isall that
oconcerns us, Tetus glanes at that of one of
Folly's fIalrost  sovereigns, merry Nell
Gwynnea.

This "“uarchest of hussiea” was bora in the
little town of Hersford, England. A mean,
rickety cld shanty is pointed out aa the place
of her birth, The mossips there little thought
that & child so bumbly born would be the
mother of & line of dukes, or that ber great
tgrandson should be the bishop of har nativa
| town, and oceupy for forty years the Episcopal
palaen jn elpse proximity to the shaky dwell-
ing-place where his grand-mother first saw
the Hght.

Nell was born in 1650, nnd traditlon states
that at a very early age she ran away from
home and went to London. Shortly after her
arrival there she gave ovidooro of that enter-
;pl-:'se and energy which was to earry herto

famo and fortune by engaging in the fish busi-
;mess. She roamod thoe strests, selling flsh by
day, 1and rambled from tavarn to tovern at
night entertaining the company after supper
with sonzs and was an occasional attendant
in the house of a noted courtesan, Madams
Ross. In thiz way she scon boeams a charac-
tor of London, and one of the most popular of
hor kind, Bhe found plenty of time while
crying the merita of her stock to banter ribald
lokes with the lusty, rod-focad yokels who
ware hor neizhbors and competitors. Her wlt
made her a dangerous opponeut in a verbal
econteat with more lofty aequaintances, too,
anal! who engaged her in wordy battlo had
good reagon to know, She eould fAztter a cos-
tomer into buylng double his neads and make

lone who concluded, after logking over her
7.




