4 FOLLY'S

QUEENS.

aDuhlin actress; tho danghterof a Fronchman
and the wife of n. Balfast merchant with whom
hebadeioped, and the offspring of o clergymsan
and the davghter of a rich merchant, and sov-
aral other origing of o mara or Iess romantie
charaecter. {ine thing is pretty certain; she
was born outalde of wedlock, Her purents,
whoover they wern, put har in charge of an
old woman rosiding in Tuam, and pekd rega-
larly for har education and keep up te har
sixtoenth vear. Bhe developed into o spright-
1y, aecomplishod girl. At the age mentioned
elie met et English army o fieer in the street
one day and beran a frtation with him.  Af.
ter sundry stolon interviews she cloped with
the gollont red-conat to Parls, just one week
from the day they first mat,

The Englishmunr was very fond of her and
would gladly heve made har his wife, but she
profarad to live as his mistress. At the end
of a montl: she dessrted him —his money
was nearly exhausted—for another love, and
in loss than o year she had a Gozen protectors,
oll of whom sl regurded as the creatures of
bercaprice, Her blandiehments waroe bostow=
ad in a monetary ration on tha poor dupos of
her wiles.

After o two years' residence in Paris she went
upoen the stage as o hellet girl, and was sgon
promoted to spoaking parts, but her aceent,
althouzh ahe had studied French from child-
hood, interfored with her suceess, and eovsed
her to leave the the theatre,

At eighicen shacaptured o Ruseian Prince.
Ho was possossed of grest wealth, and was
enxious to spend it. Hadba hunted Paris and
Bt. Fotersburg over, he could not have fonnd
anyons mors anxions {o gratify his desires
thon was the fascinating Core. Heronly care
was that the largest portion should be sgonn-
dered In her bahalf. Tn this selilsh wish she
wad fully gratifled. He placed her in luxuri-
wue lodgings, furnished her with earriages,
jewels, servants, everyiing in faot that un-
numbared eoins conld buy nnd her mercenary
end avarleious nofure erave. Ha gave dinnors
and partios to artists, actors and journalists
and so0n grow to bo the fashion. The Prince
hed o choice azsortment of vieps. He drank
gambled, and did evsrything he ought got to
have done, Under such a high pressure of gx-
travaganea his pile of lucre sgon beran to

flatten out and bocomeo beautifully less in
hull,

Cora, 8s Aoon as she found ihat her golden
star was on the wonn, transferad her affec-
tions to anothor pursa. Tho Frines ehided
her for her heartlessness, but received only
jcers for his bruisod horrt. One day he cgiled
on her at the costly mansion whizh bis money
hed bought, and was ordered sway {rom the
door by a burly man servant, who was acting
nnder Cora’s orders, Bixweeksoftershedrove
by tha Prince's residenca gnd heard an ane-
tioneer calling for bids on bis eflects. DBank-
ruptey had overiaken her noble lover. A light,
ecarvelesa lapgh, and the Interjection, “Poor
fool,” showed how much the ruin she had
wrought affected her.

Trom thab titme until the fall of the Empire.
ahe conlinued in the samoe course. Bhe would
have oo deslings with maen who wers not rich,
and she scattered their funde with o reckless-
nosssavoring of malignancy. She alwayse had
o passion for display and the more costly tho
more pleasing to her. Her toilate were pro-
nounced ravishing ; sho set many of the modes
thut are followed on both side of the sea; her
nama cropt into paragraphs in London, New
York and Ban Franciseo, znd served as bait to
bring mauy riech Amoricans inic her meshes,
har fame became world -wide,and she gloried in
the sheme of boing the acknowledged gueen
of folly, Evaery dissipated man of fortune who
went to Parls was desirious of becoming ao—
quainted with Cora Pearl, and she rarely failed
to roake them pay heaviiy for the dishenor of
her aequaintance, She had a revenue from
various sourced thai would delight a dozen
ambitious money-getters, and she spent it as
freely ag it camo.

The cternal law of retribution at last hegan
to make itself felt with the extravagant Cora.
War afforded the reckless mon sbout Paris an
opporctunity to employ their restloss notures
in seencs outside of Cupld’s conrt. Many of
her old admirera joined their fortunes with
that of Nupoleon, and, like him, tumblad to
ruin 2nd ohseurity.

The cheatening which ithe French peopla re-
celved cheecked thair oxtravagance and licen-
tious characterietics. 'They c¢nlmly sorveved
the romd which had lad ta their mim, aand
gtarted with the Bepubli®, rezelved that they



