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QULEENS. .

legend saye that, islog azked what sha intended to
@o in 1i%, she azid, io = tone of ardent falth: 1 wish
to become a nun.” Then, seslng the astonishment
that thls ayowasl had crested, she added : " Urnlasa 1
beteme an sotress.'”

It waa then that 1t wue deeided that she shounld be
sent to the Copmervifolee, the natlomal echecl of
munsie, declamation and ainging. The inatruciion at
the Conservatoira 1o grainitons, but evory papil in
bonnd, when he has corapleted his atudies, to held
himealf at the dinposal of the Minister of Fine Arts,
and to contract, according to him prders, an engago-
ment with one of the thestres thet are gubventioned
py tha Btato—the Opers, Opera Comigue, Theatrs
Franeals, or Odeon. The Biste theatres thne have
thn plck of tze papila of the Oonscrvatpirn. o order
to enter the gchool, sach saniltdate haa to pass & pre-
liminary pxemination. Hochooses aoms piees which
he slpge or rocites bofore the jury, Thoe mother ol
Sarah Bernbardt was nofamilisy with the customa of
the Conmervatoire, Her daughier could recita Foo-
toine’s futle of tha “Danr Plgeons,” and she thought
toat was ensogh. The yoong gll—she was then
barely 14 yeazs of sge—atepped forward befors the
torrdble jory. But she hed hardly sald:

" Dewx pigeons gaimaient d'amour lendre.”

when Anbor, who was then @irentor, motloned o har
toetop, Then, aa Francssgnoe Barcay relatas, he sald;
»Enough, enongh, coma hers, pefite,” The ehild ap-
proached with abold and confident wir. Bho wana
Pale, thin Hitle erostare; bat her eyes kad that Mm-
pld and profound green Hght that charseterizes
Worthero w and ker phystognomy wasspackling
with intelligence.

#¥our nama {s Sarab’’

“'Tog, Mapsipne.™

“¥om are s Jowens?”

*By birth, yee, Monalenr. Bopt I have beeo baptix
el

“5ke kas bean baptized,” said Anber, intning to his
colieagaes. ~it wonld bave beenpn pliy if sach &
TTetty child bed not been baptized. Bhe has recited
Ther fable of the ‘EBeux Pigeons® very nicely, Wa muet
admil ber,*

Aud aoehe wes kdmitled to the Consarvatolre in
1R58; ot ss ull the popils of the schosl are day pa-
plla, she continged £o1ive st homa with her mother,
who, it must be remembared, had had twelve chil-
dran, and in wheea strangu 1ife poverty predominat-

bus, but saved np the seus ontil she had smough to
pay for a pab and then ahe rods up to the Congarys-
foire in state.

At ths Ooneetvatoirs Sarsh Bacphardt wan s pupil
of Provoat, of Ssmeon and of Beamyallet,all exesllent
professcrs of diction. In olums, it apperats, Savah had
the dotestable habit of tearing Aowezs to piscen und
ohewing the Jeaves, s bad algn accordipg fo ths sz
thoritles on auch mstioes, and indicative of nneryoge
temperament impatict of restraint. Alter the oronl
couras of atody shs obiained n eotond prize In trage-
dy ip 1881, and = necond priza for comedy in 1843, and
she had, therelfore, m right ton debut st tho #rst of
the Biate theatves, the Theatre Francaiss,

Bhe meds her debnt thern in “Iphigenis so Anlids'?
in Augaust, 1843, ic conditions that wers far from
favorabls, I thosa daya no wuoh cars was spent
ovar debale an now, snd after ons or two hutried ra
hearesls {n ihe foper, or grean , the o
hed to sppesr befors tha footlights. Very little
notics was taken of Barab’afirat sppearanco on that
siags, whkich wan to be the aceme of her grestest trl-
umphs, Noone exospt the vonerabls and exeellent
Mine, Jonasesin hes pregorved any vory distinct roc.
ollection of thes event, Thn dohut was a fallore.
Mme, Jousmain alons prophesied s Brilllant foinrs .
for her, Barcay, Faowt consciantions and mont Sropar-
tinl of oritics, was attoacted by the sirange oribogra-
phy nuder which she had besn phiseed ta disgnise
the commenplace name of Bernard., Esresy, how-
ever, did not pradict a brilliant 2atdro for ths debu-
tante: he tented himnelf with
=igns of talent.

Barsh 213 not akay long at the Theatre Fransais,
Bho mush Lare bosl & perfoct little demon, angry,
impudent, fantastic, ¢of an unbridisd tengus and
ready to meke fon of everybody. Hear frisnds sy
that the direckor of the Thestrs Francsis, M. Thierry,
Aiscouraged her and dissusded ber from continning
her debuts st = thesire whers she had bnk little
chrnco of sver dlatinguirhing herpell, Pat there fa
snotheratory to the effect that tha frritsbls yonng
creatnre boxed the ears of & ssaior member of $he
company. If tho cars had been thoke of B men the
matier might haveé been arrapged, bui the ears
belooged to s person of fhe aex ihat meyer pac-
done.

From the Theatre Frapcals she wend to the Gyrm-
nase, bot on the gecond or thicd night nfter her firgt
appearatice, ehe did not come te the theatraat sl
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&d, Whken Barsh wag golng to the Conrgryatoire, kier
mother nsed o give her only six sona s dsy to pay
heromanibue. Sarsh paid nothiag, bt with & deoll
iostinet of innets luxory she 4id not take the omni

was made evarywhere Jn vain; the news-
papers prinfed wonderfol stories abank fabnlons en
gogemsnts in Amsrics., Meanwhily, Sarah wae eating
oranges st Madrid. She had writfen s latter to M.



