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plsyad, was as far ae thy pumber of versés were con-
cerped mlmoet 5 minor role, Bhe hed, indeed, very
1Uttle bo aay, butshe had to remein on the slape whils
tha other artors worg epeaking. Her role was a silent
ane to & great extent; but what a charm there wasin
the way she sat, in the way she lot her hand {alll Bhe
knowa thoee tnovements ofthe nrms, those inclins-
tions of the hesd, those quiverings of the shoulders,
thoun postyres of the footund ley, which furn the
first ordinsry it of atoff thet comee inkew fold of
muorble in an Egineton basrelief,

Ths brillianey of Harah’a auccess lu *Boy Blas™ ab
the Odeon attrocted the attentlen of ML Perrin, whe
hed begon his csmpaign for the remceaticn of the
hitherto indeolent Cormodin Francaise. Bui shedid
not come to tho Comedie Francaise ab *“one fell
swoop, * 06 most of ber blographera pretend. 1E waa
indeed some time before M, Perrin engaged her, [or
ot that time Baral hed & few fanetical edmirersand
a grest many coemics. Tho fact Is that op ko then
ehe hed not shown an amount of talent which justi-
Dod the fues mode sbout Ler, and many peopls were
irritated st hepring eo much sbout Barah Bernhardt.
In the press there wae » elorm of epigrams, and her
engagement 4t the Theatra Francais remained doabt-
ful, Ssrah had already set alsrge proportion of
decant snd quiet ciiizens sgolnet her by the eccen-
tricitles of herlife, which to ordinary peopla peomud
calznletad, wlhereas in zeslity they were only the ex-
plosione of her Bohemisn ganine. Her lodging was
warned down, aad the report st once became current
that abe hod et five Lo it in order ¢o get talked shoné.
It was sbout this time, too, that sho conecelved the
iden of having o black ebony eoffin in her bedroom,
paddod with white satin, and even of elesping in it.
Ton mey imagine tha thoossad end cne sxsggerations
of the idlers ofthe houlevard. Inghort, iiwasihought
that the whimsicsl Sarsh waa not worthy to becoms
a member of n society of such glaid and eeber tradi-
tlona = theTheatrs Francals,s veritable temple ofact,
in whlch thoactors give themealventhe aire of pricats
nnd Levites. Alpbonss Deudet, fhe novellst, never
wearies of seofling nt the alre of the actors of the Com.
ellle Francaise, *lis nejoucnt pas.” be es¥e; il
officiend-" [“They 3o nof act; they officlate.”} Sarsh
wa# pof fitted for the Comedis Francaite. She was
sogaged, howeyer, Then another difically sxoss, Shs
bed forgotten that she war bound for another year at
the Odeon. The manager of thet theatra 444 not wish
to loee her, pnd claimed a forfeit. Tha legend eaye
that Sarab, in & Ligh state of euperh wrath, stamped
on the door of her salon, snd forthwritk Ehere eprang
uy the reqmired number of thousspd franc
notes, which the maneger of the Odean placad

in his pocket-book with s sgh of regref.
Her debni at the Thesfre Francals, in Dumas’
“MMe. de Balle-Tole,” was not sucecestnl, Then the
war broke out aronnd her once more with frash
vigor. Ineniering the Comedie Francales Sarah had
trodden on the toes of many people. When she first
came thers eho hod been ready with her hand; now
ahe web ready with her tongue. That frail and nee-
wone ereature, who has iaken for her motto ' Guarnd
meme,” tramples witk Joy and rage on all mocial
conventions, and when chee she has faltly started i
a it of anger or a bout of acoldlng, sha is, nogallani
as tho etatement mey seem, a perfact demen. Bhe
goes akiead as regerdiess of the blows ihat she gives
ag of the blows thal she réceives, Well, after “Mlle.
de Belle-Itle,” Barah trled roles in the anclsnt nnd
modera rapertory, snd each rols was the accesion of
an epic battle in the newepapers. Bhe enceocded
fairly in “Phedrs,” and especlslly in Volieirse's
‘Zaire,” which was one of her trinmphe; but her
first reslly undispoied soccess waein the rola of
Berthe de Savigny.inOcinve Fonillet’s ¢ Le Sphinz.”
Alter thincreation she became the idel of the picked
public ke well ae of the gaperal public, The picked
publia conslats of the “good company,” aristocrate
&nd kigh-borm folk, who have s box at the Franeols
on Taesdaye regularly oll throngh the season, Itis
the same public that yox Apd on mibacripilon nights
ai the opera. Hitherto the habilues des maordis
sn they nre called, had been rather hostils to, or af
lepst womympsthatic nward, S8arah. Havipg won
them over, hertrinmph wis complete. Henceforward
she held, the public and ths conheisssurs onder her
spell

I need mnoi dwell upon her other crestions—
Berthe, in *Ls Fille da Boland," the wonderfal oren-
tion of the hlind old womsn in *Roma Vaincus,”
herudin in the *Marisge de Figuro." and Afis,
Tarkson la »L'Btrangara,”  On Novamber 21, 1877,
Victor Hugo's fsmona pleco, *Hernanl,” wea rovived
at the Jozpedie Franosize, snd Herah Bernhardi's in-
terprolation of Dona Sol ppresd her fame all over
Purope; it had already reached Ameriea. In Dong
Soi, and sabseguently in Maris de Neubourg, the
queen in #“Ruy Hlas," Sarsh Beroherdé realized ¥ie
tor Hogo's idenl; ehe was a marvel of grace, of ten-
derness, of Uving posey; her voice was music ltself.
Hogceforward no one drputed her glory. Renown
proclalmed her to be the groaiest actress of the
day, ond panpls came from the ends of the earth to

ses her.

In Merch, ib7B, Barah Bernhardé was sick for a
fow deys, snd her rolo of Donn 9ol was played, sat-
{efactorily cnotgh, it ie true, by Mlle. Dudley, The



