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being named. Alessandro was repeatedly Gonfalonier
from 1494 ; the mother of his children was Angela Bal-
bani, whom he married in 1510, she being then fifteen
years old, and he fifty-one. Now began those encroach-
ments upon the fair domain of liberty and culture in
Italy by foreign powers, which culminated in the over.
throw of Itallan independence under the Emperor
Charles sth in the middle of the 16th century. But
with this new political influence from beyond the Alps
there came, also, the seeds of evangelical truth; and
“in the first half of the 16th century,” by the bless-
ing of God upon the zealous labors of the erudite and
devout Peter Martyr Vermigli, says De Budé, “ no city
of Italy counted so many devoted evangelical Christians
as the capital of the republic of Lucca ;" and a reformed
church was founded there, which the Diodati family was
known to favor, though, apparently, without an open de-
parture from the old fold until a somewhat later period,

In 1541, the Emperor Charles sth and Pope Paul 3d had
their memorable interview at Lucca on the affairs of Ger-
many, the emperor being then in the mood to favor Prot-
estantism for his own ambition’s sake ; when Michele Dio-
dati, one of several sons of the last named Alessandro, born
in 1510, was Gonfalonier, and, as the family-tradition runs,
lodged the emperor in his palace. Just then was born to
the chief magistrate of the republic, by his wife Anna,
daughter of Martino Buonvisi, his third son ; the emperor,
continues the tradition of the family, stood godfather to
this child, baptized by the pope, and gave him his own
name, together with the lordship of two counties, and a
quartering from the imperial arms, and, on his departure,
left behind him for the child one of his insignia of dia-
monds, which he happened to be wearing about his neck,”



