vi INTRODUCTION.

STRANCE, generally known as the BARONS” LETTER to Pope Boniface the Eighth, dated
12th February, 13c1.  This is a very celebrated decument in connection with Claims to Baronies
by Writ, and of each of these Records a co/latype facsimile is given in this work.

The present HEIR-MALE of ROBERT FITZ-ROGER, LLORD OF
CLAVERING, through his younger son, Sir Alan de Clevering, is Sir HENRY
AUGUSTUS CLAVERING, Baronet, of Adxwel{ Park in the County of Durham ;
to whom the Titular BARONY OF CLAVERING would appear, by Right
inextinguishable, to belong,

ROBERT FITZ-ROGER was succeeded in his lands and dignity by his eldest son Fofn ;
who, according to an entry in the original Monastic Register of Sibfon (on folio 44, of which a
facsimile is given herein), now in the British Museum, was ordered by King Edward the First to
adopt the Surname of ‘ CLAVERING,’ from his principal Manor in Esex., FOHN DE
CLAVERING had SUMMONS TO PARLIAMENT as 2 BARON during his Father's life-time,
from 2gth December, 1299; and was afterwards regularly summoned until 20th November,
1331. He received fifty-four Baronial Summeonses to Parliament, together with forty-eight
Military Summonses, including with the Sicge of Carlzverock many Scottish campaigns, from
15th May, 1297, to sth April, 1327, which service he, like his Father, was bound to render by
the Condition of his Tenure.

FOHN DE CLAVERING appears to have been of a very contentious disposition, and,
according to the Public Records, was frequently invelved in litigation even with his younger
brothers. Whether it were from muotives of resentment or avarice, or both, that, being disappointed
of male issue, he proceeded to alicnate his inheritance shortly after his succession thereto, can only
be conjectured. On the 20th November, 1311, King Edward the Second, in consideration
of a grant to him by Fohu de Clavering of a portion of his inheritance, subject to his own and his
Wife's life-interest, granted to Foln de Clavering certain Manors and Hundreds of the yearly value
of [ 400 for his life only. By this sordid transaction JFohn de Clavering greatly augmented his
life-income, and deprived his brothers and their descendants of a most Noble Inheritance which
should have descended to theni.

The important BARONY OF WARKWORTH, with the Manors of Rothbury, Newburn and
Corbridge, in Northumberland, and the Manor of Tuer, in Buckinghamshire, were by this alienation
settled upon King Edward the Second. The Manots of Aynkse in Northamptenshire, and Blythburgh
in Suffolt, with the reversion of the Manors of Clavering in Fssex and Horgfird in Norfolk,
were settled upon RALPH DE NEVILLE, one of the Baronial Progenitors of the present
Marquisate House of Abergavenny.

FOHN DE CLAVERING died without male issue, in the Octaves of the Epiphany
(13th Januvary), r332; leaving by his Wife Haawvise, a daughter, EV .4 DE CLAVERING, who

died on the zoth September, 1369, having marricd ; and was Ancestress of many Royal and Noble

pErsonages.

In the following synoptical Genealogy the Right of the Representative of the Clevering
family-—by virtue of Edward the First's Writ of Summons, dated 28th June, 1283, directed to
his Ancestor ROBERYT FITZ-ROGER, LORD OF CLAVERING—to sit in the House of Lords
as a BARON BY WRIT (a Right inalicnable and inextinguishable, then as now) has been iltus-
trated and authenticated by the irrefutable evidence of the Public Fecords of England ; with ac-
companying facsimiles of the documecnts relating thereto. The Statements of Parliamentary
and Military Services — frequently arduous and extensive — which have been rendered by
the Baronial Progenitors of this family to their Sovereign, form an intercsting commentary

upon their Genealogy.
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