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Thae sturdy English and Dutch blood that came
to us thro MNew England, New Yerk and New
Jersevr should bricg with it thrift and economy and
the iove of work and books. The Virginiz, Dela-
ware and Carolina elemsnts should also be credited
with a full share of inteflectual and refiming influ-
ences.

Soon after I left enllege my awnt zaanetfe‘rh

. ton Powell, of Washington, asked me t professson
T Ead selected, and remarked that “Our Virginia
Thrswons had pever engaged in trade. Ther were
army or mavy officers, or lawvers or planters, but
never engaged m trade. 1 hope, Gates, vou will
choose one of the professions ™ | rephed, ““T expect
to be a lawvyer. auntie, but I have always been thank-
fut that my Kentucky father was fortunate encugh
w marry the daughter of an Obio mercharnt and
banker, and thus bring & bttle money and love of
*utk into our branch of the Thrustans™

I have often reflected wupon this incident thar
llnstrates so well the inherited pride of gur old Vir-
gims kindred. but T stili think the laborloving,
beok-loving  stramn that came down to us thm
Tale, Princeton and New Jersey, is one of the best
bmgs of our mheritance, and 30 the more a bless-
ing, it 1t has given us something of 2 money-making,
memer-gaving gift—a gifv that has rroch to do with
ome’s peace of mind and bappiness in this world,
whatever it mayv threaten 1in the gext. - In our
American socdal and basiness fife, the merchant and
banker is as nseful, as impogeant, and I may say, is
usnually as much respected, as the mae of the pro-
fession or of the amny.

My old friend, Colonel Garrett, of Nashville, who
was justly proud of his Virginia ancestry, once said
%o me, that upon being introduced -to a stirnger he
besitated to ask where he came from, hesthe:mght



