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Genealogy of the Elderkin Family.

tleman farmer, located on the banks of the majestic St. Law-
rence river; with a familyof five children, wanting a teacher
inhis family, the subject of this sketch accepted his offer of
$40 per month and taught his children for four years, still
pursuing his law studies with the Judge, (this being a part
of the contract). InAugust, 1838, Edward was examined
at Utica, N. V., in a class of 76 applicants and took his
parchments as an Attorney and Counselor in the Supreme
Court of the State. He was the next week also examined in
chancery practice before the Hon. R. H. Walworth, the
then Chancellor of the State, and took his • diploma there
also, this being considered a great victory, as at Albany out
of 75 applicants 42 were deemed unworthy, not qualified,
and some rejected by the courts. After reaching home and a
rest of two weeks, Edward (having, while in Albany on his
wayhome purchased a small library oflawbooks) immediate-
lyopened an office inhis native village where he continued
in successful practice untilOctober, 1839, when, his health
failinghim from over-work, and being advised by his phy-
sician to seek a new climate, he packed his books and a
small stock of worldly goods and took stage for Ogdenburg
in time to take the steamer up the St. Lawrence river onhis
way to the then unexplored, great Northwest Territory. He
left home on the 13th ofOctober and on the 25th of the same
month, 1837, he reached Elk Horn, Walworth Co., Wis.,
landing among strangers, friendless and alone, with a brave
heart and a persevering will to succeed. Elk Horn was, at
this time, a small hamlet, 45 miles southwest of Milwaukee,
then, as now, the metropolis ofWisconsin, and 40 miles due-
west from Racine, his present place of residence. He found
but four settlers at Elk Horn, but it was the County Seat
and located in the midst of a lonely country of prairie and
oak openings. Here he was kindly received and was pur-
suaded to stay, opening an office the next day after his ar-
rival,being the second Attorney-at-Law in the county.


