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blood from the extremities back to the brain again. Great
physical force or power is produced by expending a corre-
sponding quantity of electricity upon the muscles. The base
brain contains the intelligence and machinery, with the aid
of the nerves and ganglions, to execute all the involuntary
functions of the body. Its offices are numerous and its work
perpetual. The contraction of a muscle is by direct applica-
tion of electricity ; the relaxation, by a suspension of that
application, which requires a cut-off or disconnection. All
voluntary movements require this peculiar function used in
telegraphing. The involuntary motions of the heart seem
to require a double-geared connection, by means of which
the auricles contract when the ventricles expand and vice
versa. This connection between the brain battery and the
conducting nerves is hard to find, but itexists all the same.
The loss of power to disconnect causes the disease called
shaking palsy. There is a constant leakage of the electric
fluid upon the voluntary nerves and muscles that causes the
shaking. There is no paralysis about it unless it is of that
littlemotor brain that forms the connection. Paralysis is a
suspension of function, a cessation of electric effect. This
may be produced by derangement of aportion of the battery,
or of the nerves, in such a manner that the fluiddoes not
reach its destination, or by a diseased condition of the organ
to be moved by it. When a wound is made in the flesh, a
bone broken, or an obstruction of function produced, the
dictates of the cerebellum sends to the seat of damage an
unusual quantity of electricity, for the purpose of repairs,
which collects from the blood the formative elements of
tissue, and builds them into the lesion as abricklayer repairs
a damaged wall.

Strychnine, the alkaloid of nux vomica, is one of the
most active poisons inuse, yet very few persons know how
death is produced by itso suddenly. Itis either a powerful
generative of electricity, or itconnects the battery with the


