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Rittenhouse who settled in Hunterdon county about the
year 1730.

~~

Old deeds inpossession of J. W. Lequear, of New Jersey,
say that Anthony Elton, of Burlington county, byhis will,
dated November 11,1702, bequeathed to his son,Revel Elton,
800 acres of land lying east of Rosemont. On February 27,
1718, he sold this to Ralph Buck,of the county of Burling-
ton, Millwright. Also that William Biles, of Bucks county,
Pa., March 30, 1709, sold 200 acres to Edward Kemp, of
Bucks county, and on September 22, 1710, he sold this to
Ralph Buck, who by his deed, bearing date November 18
and 19, 1734, sold this 800 acres and the 200 acres to
WilliamRittinghuysen. The purchasers of these lands had
privileges somewhat similar to soldiers' claims ; they had the
privilege of locating and taking up that number of acres
anywhere in the western division of the Province of New
Jersey, where purchased of the Indians, but not before law-
fullysurveyed. This 1000 acres was therefore surveyed and
taken up east of Rosemont. By old writings we find that
William Rittinghuysen was in this neighborhood several
years previous to this, and from him sprang all the families
of Rittenhouse, as the name is now known inHunterdon
county. Three years after the purchase of this land tract,

William Rittenhouse, the first in Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, built a stone dwelling house on the farm which is
now owned by James Deens, southeast of Rosemont. This
was one of the first stone dwellings erected in this part of
the country ; itwas torn down a few years ago byMr.Deens.
In the gable end of this house was a tablet or stone with the
initials W. C. R., 1737, cut init; to preserve this stone Mr.
Deens had itplaced ina conspicuous position, or place, in
the bridge wall of his new barn. Said tract of land was
bounded partly by what was called the great road on one
side, and on the other side by the King's Highway, leading
from Stockton north through Baptistown. In 1745 Derick
Hoagland, who owned where William Harper now lives,


