
Carey Family. [Chap. XVI.68

(son of Anthony and Jane, of Donaghadee, County Down,
Ireland,) was born at Donaghadee, November 14, 1762, and
immigrated to America, with his wife and infant daughter, in
1793, settling at Wilmington, where he acquired considerable
property. Mr. Carey visited Ireland twice, but only for the
purpose of claiming some property which he had inherited, and
died at Wilmington, October 1, 1845, aged 83 years,* his estate
being administered on the 7th by his son-in-law, John Tripp
Robinson ,f whose son, A.K.Robinson, of Wilmington, relates
an incident connected with his grandfather's first voyage to
this country which gives his descendants a pleasant insight
into his character, and shows how well his nautical knowledge
served him: "One storm was particularly severe, and the ship
would have been lost but for his courage. During the storm
the mast went by the board, and being stillheld by the cordage,
could not float away from the ship, but was striking the hullwith
such strong and continuous strokes that in a short time itwould
have been stove in and the ship sunk. None of the crew could
be induced to go over the side of the ship to cut away the mast,
and Andrew Carey volunteered, and was lowered over the side,
axe inhand, and performed his office, like the brave man he was,
and no doubt saved the lives of all on board." %

Andrew Carey married, in Ireland, February 18, 1791, Mary
Ann, daughter of Joseph Bigger, Esquire, of County Down, by
his wife,Sarah Ponsonby, a relative of the Earls ofBessborough.
She was born November 14, 1770, and died at Wilmington,
January 9, 1824.§ Itwas a runaway match, and Mrs. Carey
never obtained the forgiveness of her parents, as her husband
belonged to the patriotic party inIrish politics; was a member
of the Methodist Society, and did not occupy quite the same
position as the Biggers, who belonged to an ancient and wealthy
family. Their arms are registered at the office of the Ulster
King-at-Arms, in Dublin, and are as follows : Argent, a bend
ragulee azure, between three mullets gules. Crest, a demi peli-
can sable, vulning herself, ppr.
*

Bible inthe possession ofMrs. Martha Robinson, of Wilmington, Del.

f New Castle County Wills,Book TJ, p. 367.

% Letter from A.K.Kobinson to Samuel Stockton White, Jr.
§ Bibleinthe possession of Mrs. Martha Robinson.


