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out an Addition of 4, § or & shillinga 4 Tear, 83 every one thinks At to give Quarterly, which will
only help o pay for Press and Paper, glving his Labor nothing.”

In 1710 Campbell was removed from the post-oifice, and his auceessor, Win. Brooker, insuga-
rated B rival paper,the Boston Gazefle, the second newspaper printed in Amerlea. The new
paper was printed on a half sheot of " foolseap.” It Boon commenced & War with the News-Zetler.
The Fezeife was printed by James Franklin, and lasted unti? 1741, when it was merged inte the
New FEngland Weekly Journal.

The third newspaper of the Uaited States, started in Philadelphia, Decemhber 22d, 1718, was
named the American Weekly Mercury. The paper wea printed and sold Ly Andrew Bradford at
tlie BIhle in the Seacond Street, and John Copson in the High Street. Bradiord was the postmaster
in Philadelphis, and & son of the same William Bradford, the firat printer south of Boston, who
was born in 1663, diedl in 1752, and weas burled in Trinity Church Yard, New York, where the grave-
gtone may yet ba geen,

8o it appears that Awmerics ia indabted to ihree postmasters, two in Eoston and one in
FPhiladelphia, for its first three journals.

In the Merciery, Benjamin Franklin wrote o series of articles, over the signsture of Busy
Body, but it was on the 7th of Angust, 1821, that the Frankling came into the world of journalk
isn to become famona. Tiwas at thet time, thet James Frankling having lost the printing of the
Gazette, in Boston, came owt with a new paper, the forrth American newapaper, which he nemed
the New Hampshire Courgnt. The Cosrgnd commenced at once t¢ be Iively, by ealiing Camphell's
paper—the News Leffer, and first of American papers—a dnll vehicle of inteiligence.” Then
commenced a war, which greatly helped the Franklins by advertlaing and bringing them into
notlee, The Courgntis acaree, even for an ancient journsl, so we can judge hot meagerly of H
real animus, Omne of its claims to distinction will he its introduetion of the elements of life
vigor and boldness into the Americsan press.

The News-Letter had a long caveer. In 1787 we find it still alive, with an Increasing Income
on account of sgme accession to its advertising patronage, Its editor at thia time, John Draper
died in 1762, and was succeeded by hia son, Richard Draper, who changed itz title to Weelily
Nows-Letler and New England Chronicle. The name was agoin changed to the Mzssachusetls Gazelte
nnd Boston News- Letler, going downwawds, apparently, with euch change, until the respectable old
journal touched bottom ©y a moengrel union with the Bosfon FPost Boy, which effectnally dulled
its influenee. It 1780 the papers were aeparated, and John Dreper taking $ up again, published
it until Mareh, I776, when, with the evacuation of Boston Ly the British (roops, the News-Ledter ,
after o life of acventy-two years, ceased to exist,

Toreturn to the Cowrant, the sccond paper in Boston, sud the fourth in America. Eenjamin
Franklin, who falt his strength with the public so folly in his eonnaction with the Courant, as, no
doubt, 0 ¢tncourage him o liigher endeavors, was employed by his brother, James, the propric-
tor of the paper, as carrier, ete. His flvat contributions were anonymous. The following
extraet from his biography tells the cireumstances as well 4% they ean be told: “ He (James
Franklin) had some ingenious men among bis friends, who amused themselves by writing little
pieces for his paper, which pained it credit, and made it more in demand, and these gentlemen
often visited us. Hearing their conversation, and their zceounts »f the approbation their papers
were received with, I was exclted to try my band among them. Iat, being still a hoy, and sus-
pecting that my brother wonld object to printing anything of mine in his puper, if he knew it
to be mine, I contrived to disgnise my hand, and, writing an auonymous paper, I put it &t night
under the door of the printing-house. If was found in the moraing, and communicated to his
writing friends when they called in as usual. They read it, commented on it in my hearing. and
Ihad the exquisite pleasure of finding it met with their approbation, and that, in their different
guesges at the author, none were named but men of some charaeter among us for learning and
ingennity. I suppose thai I was rather lncky in my judges, and that they were not really savery
good as I then believed them to be. Encouraged, however, by this attempt, I wrote and sent in
the aame way to the press several other pieces, that were equally approved; and I kept my
seoret until all my fund of sense for sach performances was exhaustod, and then diselosed it,
when I began to be eonsidered a little more by my brother’s aequaintances. However, that did
not guite please him, aa he thought it tended to make me too vain. This might be one oceasion
of the differences we began to have abont this time” The paper offended the politicians, and
Jarnes was arrested. During his confinement, Benjamin took bis place, and as he, himseslf, 38y3,
i gava the anthorities some hard rubs in it® His brother was at last discharged, with the order
that “ James Franklin no longer print the newspaper called The New England Courant. The
order was evaded by making Benjamin the printer instcad of James, and the paper kept on for
severel months. If wes on the I1th of Felmary, 1722, thet Benjamin Franklin, not yet twenty
assurned this responsibility. The staff of the Couran? werg bold and original, so mach 30, 23 ta
receive the name of the Hell-Flre Clab, from the Mathers, who had mueh to doin ruling reli-
glona Boston at that time,

New York printed its first original newspaper in 1725. Governor Fletcher induced William
Bradford to lenye Philadelphia and establish the printing offee in New York, which was to print
ity fitst newspaper, the New York Gazeltfe. He wad seventy years of age when the enterprise was
undertaken. William Bradford waathe fourth printer in Ameriea, being precaded by Stephen
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