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18 SKETCH OF THE GROWTH OF JOURNALISM.

Daye in Cambridge, Masas,, in 1638, by Samael Green {n the seme town in 1840,and by John Foster
in Boston, 1675, Bradford established & printing-press in Philadelphis in 1637, He published a sheet
almanie there In the same year and made preparations o print the first Bible in the English
language in Ameriea, somewhera abont the yoar 1685. Ha offered © inducements to subacribera,”
and may be called the first publisher in this country who svor did so. But his {indncements wera
neither # chromos” nor * strawberry plants.” Willinm Bradford died at the age of 32 years, on
thie 23d of May, 17532, and his gravestone may now Dhe geen in Trinity ehorehyard, where he was
buried. The New York Historical Saclety, the municipal authorities, the Members of Trinity
Charch, and most of the eminent men of the metropotla united in May, 1884, on the twoe hundredéh
anniversary of his birth, to do honor to the name and to commemaorate the serviees of the first
printer and first editer of New York,

In 1725 gnother paper—the second in that city—appeared in Philadelphia. Itcarried the terse
name {niversal Insirucior in all the Aris and Sei , and Pepnsylvanic Gazeite. The people of those
days sented to thinlk that they did not receive the f)l valus of their subseription-money if their-
paper did not come te themn with & long title. The old Johnsonlan inflnence of verbal pompos-
ity, too, was yet alive and potent, In eaxly newspapér times the chisf object seemed to liein
getting long names for newspapera. To-day, odd, and insome ceSes outragaous names exeite
fhe ambition of those in the profession who delightin startling head-lines and are nothing if not
acnsntionsl. Fwas puoblisbed by Samuel Keimer, who sold it at & very low price to Renjamin
Franklin, after three-gquarters of o yesr. This was Franklin’s first independent attempt to
make p paper. He showoed his good scnse et once by Immediately condensing the title to
Pennsplvente Gazefte. This waa on the 28th of Septemaber, 1728, and under that nama he eontinned
its pablication until1765. Daring this pericd he was engaged insetting up other printing offices
and was porsuing his cxperiments in clectricity. On one cecusion hie was acensed of printing
vulgar communications. His reply was “diaphanous’* * My friends” said he, to his self-con-
stituted vensors, ¢ any one whoe coan subsist wpon sawdust pudding &#nd water, 23 I can, needs
no man’s palronage.’’ In 1148, Pavid Hall, a Scotchman, became his partoer, and carried on the
astablishment till his death, In 1772. On the 34 of November, 1845, it was merged with tho Nordh
American. Thus ended the career of Franklin’s Fesetde, afier a life of one hundred and seven-
tean yoars.

Maryland came forward with the next paper, prother Gezetfe, published by Wm. Parks, iu the
vear 1727, at Annapolis, and was continned until 1736,

The vear 1731 found enother paper in Boston, the Feekiy Rehearsal, by JFeremy Gridley, Atthe
€nd of two years it wes purchased, Angust 1, 1735, by Thos, Fleet, and becama the Boston Evering
Post. It was well-conduected and became popular, At his death the paper was continued by his
gona unkil 1775, when it suspended.

The Kew York Weekiy Journal,the pecond paper in that clty, appeared nextin order, November
Aih, 1733, and was published by Johe Peter Zenger. Zanger was s gond printer, was considerable
of aecholar, and many cireumstances eonspired o make him a famous editor in Lis day. He
Wag 4 man, too, of taste and varied culture, and is credited with having imported the first piano-
forte ever brought to Awerica. Tho Jewrnal was a small sheet, and was printed on well-worn
pica type. Itoften contained advertisements, though it geldomr had more than four or ive of
them in any single issue. The following, deseribing some of the virtnes of Orange County hut-
ter, 13 ona of tha # curions advertisements of the dey ¥ “4f To be ecld by Peter Lynch, nesr der
Tutgers' Brewhouss, very good Orange Botter. 1t is excellent for Gentlewomen to comb up
their hair with. It also eures ehildren’s sore heads.” The Journal was 5 political paper, opposed
0 Bradford’s Gazefte. It wos bitter agaiost the authorities, Hence, in 1734, the first libel
suit in America. Butthis did not stop the paper, and its proprietor, though imprisoned, was
undaunted. Alexander Hamilton was engaged to defend Zenger, and amid grent excitement
gecured a verdiet of “ Not Guilty.? Tha Journel was ably-encugh condocted, but then, ns now
dollars were hard to get from szbseribers, while untike to-day, advertisements were scarce. S0
in 1752, the Jeurnal, aftor an appeul to debtors for money or provisions, or both, was starved out
of exiatence. The Gazetle, the Journal’s rival, continned until 1742,

The first paper in Rhode Island, was yet another Gezeis, nnd was issued in Newpori, on
the 2Tth September, 1133, by James Franklin, whe, after his fallere in Boston, and his scvere
persecution there by the authoriiies hopedio got some of that rest and guiet which he so greatly
needed. But Newport was not abthat time so well ablo fo snpport newspapers a9 it is to-day,
It had no summer season to depend upon, and advertisers were neither very plentiful nor very
lieral in their mapport. The Gaseffe did mot sorvive three months, and Franklin died in 17365,
It contadned no advertisements at all, and only twelve numbers of the paper are fnown to have
been published. The sccond paper published in Rhode Island, the Newpors Mercury, or Weekly Ad-
vertizer, though not isaned ontil the year 1758, mey be epoken of here, as it was pubiished by tha
gpon of the Jamea Franklin who had printed the Coxrand in Boston in 1721, and who waa s0 unsuc.
cessful with the Newport Guezette, in 1733, It wea on the 12th of June, in 1758, that this son, giso
named Jemes Franklin, started the Newport Mercury, another of the papers destined to reeord
the hundredih anniversary of onr independence. It was g seven-by-nine sheet, with a wood-cut
representing Mercury, messenger of the goda, fiying over a. body of water on which flosted a
ahip protected Ly o ford, In 1868, the AMercury, in giving 8 sketeh of ita remerkable history,




