20 SEETCH OF THE GROWTH OF JOURNALISM.

One dry a communonication appeared in the Bosbton Guzette, which was traced to Benj. Anstin, Jr.
He was discovered, and his active and alle assistance was secured for the canae of Liberty.

Ko American cin read without emotion the simple, stern facts of the Boston massacre, s
described in the Gazeite of March 5th, 1770, while the pecount of the destroying of the tea in Bogton
Harhor, given with the tersa and solid expressions of men, who mean what they szy, though what
they say is treason to tyranny for the canse of freedom, and is punishable with death, gtrike the
hearts of those who live in these softer days of rhetoric, with an emetion that i aweeb and
gtrong and healthy, but which eannot be deseribed. 5o, as we separats one by one in the
crumblings, these little blackened, steined evidences of pairictism, vonchers for noble deeds, we
feal that every word ie golden, and ave glad ance mare to have this great art of printing thatis
may record these noble words and noble deeds of our early heroes.

In the year 177, John Adams wrote & series of articles for the Gazefle, over the pignaimre of
* Hovauglus” The paper continned it sconrse, though with varying ability and suceess, but its in-
fluence on American jommalism was cerfainly marked at that time, while its bold, revolubionary
spirit iz felt to thia day. The offica of the Gazeile was the headguarters of the leading BRevolu-
tionary spirits of the time, I:was there they met in councll, merked ont thelr policy and ar-
ranged the measures to be announced In tha hold ecolumns of their immortal littla journal.
Another piace of rendezvonus for thesa fearless writers in the cause of liberty was a small bild-
ing in Milk street, near the Old South Chuarch. A part of the building was occupled by 8amuel
Shed, a2 a grocory. His parlor was the place of meeting., Benjamin Edes and John Gill the pub-
lishers of the Boston Gazefld, were both courageous and inflexible men. They knew no fear
and ¢ould not be turned from their purpose, The Btamp Act, the Boston Massacre, the Ten-tax,
the Letters of Governor Hutchinaon, the closing of the Povt of Boslon and the conduct of the
EBritish soldiers were themea that farnished strong points for the sharp pens of the writérs who
made up the editorial staff of the Gezeffe. Put no worda were aaid that were too strong for its
publishers to print.

Meanwhile, as journalisin took its early and steady growth in Mussachusetts, it was grad-
unltly malking its way intc ofher Btates. The Connectient Gazefte, published in New Haven, wis,
in fact, started In the eame year as the Bogton Gazefls, 1755, IUs proprietors were Jamos Parker,
of New York, andJohn Holt, of Virginia. In Delaware, the Courant wes already started atWwil-
mington, and was published by James Adams. Thiswas in 1761. Then appeared the third paper
in Rhode Island, in 1762, which was nomed the Providence Gazelie gnd Cpuntry Jouwrnal, It was in
this paper in 1222, that the ancivnt song of “0ld Grimes? was Arat printed. Next we hear
of the Georgia Gezefte, published in Savannah, in 1763—the only papar in the State of Feorgie
prior to the Revolution.

In 1764, Thomas Green published the Connectient Cowrand in Hartford, a paper which still
lives in well.earned prosperity. Durlng the war of the Revolntion its enterprizlng manageis
coustructed a paper-mill for inaking thelr own matevial, There was, at thal time but one paper-
mili gend " bell-man” in New England. The Counectient Courasi waa published “at the Heart
and Crown, nesr the North Meeting House,” in Hartford. Xt has continued its regular isgucy
without interruption or change of name, from Nov. 19th, 764, to the present timc, making thia
paper neaxyly one hundred and ten years old. Itis curions that in Ita prospectus, in which it speska
at length of the value of the press in malking people sequainted with distant countries and with
each other, as also in conveying * the History of the Prescnt Times to every Poact of the
World —that it should also distinetly refer fo two points which modern journalists seem to
consider the body and soul of 8 paper—advertising and the news. The publisher says : *The
CONNECTICUT COURART (& specimen of which the Pablick are now presented with) will,
on due Encouragement be continned every Monday, hegining on Monday the #th of Novems.
ber mext: whieh Encouragement we hope to descrve by s constant endeavonr to render
this Paper uselnl, and entertaining, not only as 2 Channel for Kews, but assistiog to ail
Those who may bhave Qeccasivn to muke use of it ps an Advertiser,” The second
paper in XNew Hampshire wos published in 1705, in Portsmouth, and called the Ports-
meorth Mercury ond Weekly ddrerdiser, In 1757, the Boston Chronicle was poblished under the aus-
pices of the British anthorities. It ereated yuite nsensation by its literary character, and its
fypographiesl arrangement was such as to give our printers 4 lesson in theirart. It was prinied
on g whale sheet in quarto—an important featura in those days, when all kinds of printing mate-
rial pald heavy taxes to the home government—and seld at six shillings and cight pence a year,

Omne of the oldest papers printed at the present time, the Salem GFazefie or the Evsex Gaseffe,
waa firgt published in 1768-—at least it 18 8o stated, though its early history is a little mixed. The
Essex Gazeffe seems to have heen issned in 1768, by S8amuel Hall, to ke followed in 1774 by the
Salem ozeife, by atwan nomed Ruzzell, which paper was in turn followed DLy the American
Garetiein 1776, which was supplemented with another Sulem @gzefte in I78[. Ags the latter was
afterwards merged with Hal¥’s peper of 1768, there is & probuability that Hall’s was the most pros-
perous of all, and ‘was the father of the present Salem Gazetfe. In 1888 the Salem Gizeffe, then a
‘' Jentennarian ¥ gave a history of ite birth, of its rather unstable early years and of the circam-
staneeg of Lis life of a hundred years, commencing witly the birth of the Revolution and passing
through all this time when we have been growing from sparse colonies of three millions we
broadened in the powerful Republic of forty millions of people, looking forward to our future



